
THIS WEEK AT BUMC! 
 

Sunday, September 17: Worship Services 8:30 & 11:00 AM (Sanctuary) 
 Adult Sunday School 9:45 AM (Conf. Rm. 1) 
 Kid’s Praise Club 4:30 PM (Music Suite) 
 Youth Praise Club 5:30 PM (Music Suite) 
 Youth Group 6:00 PM (Annex) 
 

Monday, September 18: Prayer Meeting 9:00 AM (Zoom) 
 Handbell Rehearsal 10:30 AM (Music Suite) 
 Spiritual Gift Workshop 1:00 PM (Conf. Rm. 2) 
 

Tuesday, September 19: BUMC Staff Meeting 
 Back Pack Buddies Food Delivery 12:00 PM (Fellowship Hall) 
 History Committee Meeting 2:00 PM (Annex) 
 Stephen Ministers 5:30 PM (Conf. Rm. 1) 
 

Wednesday, September 20: Back Pack Buddies 8:00 AM (Fellowship Hall) 
 Disciple I 10:00 AM (Music Suite) 
 GriefShare Support Group 1:30 PM (Music Suite) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 PM (Sanctuary) 
 Finance Meeting 7:00 PM 
 

Thursday, September 21: Busy Bees, 9:00 AM 
 Badge Brigade, time flexible (Narthex) 
 

Saturday, September 23: Walk for Water 8:00 AM – Wright Family Park 
 

Sunday, September 24: Worship Services 8:30 & 11:00 AM (Sanctuary) 
 Adult Sunday School 9:45 AM (Conf. Rm. 1) 
 Kid’s Praise Club 4:30 PM (Music Suite) 
 Youth Praise Club 5:30 PM (Music Suite) 
 Youth Group 6:00 PM (Annex) 
PRAYER CONCERNS.  Please call the church office (843) 757-3351 to add or remove names. 

Bluffton United Methodist Church – 1853-2023, 170 years 
“The Mission of BUMC is to make disciples for Jesus Christ by sharing our loving relationship with Him 

through all our actions in worship, nurture, education, evangelism and outreach.” 

Sunday, September 17, 2023 
Ordinary Time, green 

Sunday Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM 
Adult Sunday School:  9:45 AM 

Nursery care for ages 6 weeks through 5 years available during each service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Scarlett Hester, Pastor; pastor@blufftonumc.org  
Sally LeSage, Director of Christian Education; blufftonumc.education@gmail.com  

Keeley DiMartino, Director of Music Ministry; musicministry@blufftonumc.org  
Laurie Palmer, Office Administrator; blufftonumc@gmail.com  

Joann Garner, Bookkeeper; financeatbumc@gmail.com  
 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:30 – 2:30 PM 
Contact Us: 

101 Calhoun Street 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 368 

Bluffton, SC. 29910-0368 
(843) 757-3351 

Email:  blufftonumc@gmail.com  
Visit us at www.blufftonumc.org  

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #M-401728. 
All rights reserved. 

 

Daniel Alba 
Lana Armstrong 
Rocky Austin 
Lois Barton 
Rita Bobko 
Jenny Brannen 
Bobby Brannen 
Jason Brown 
Krystal Buck 
Paul Bucklin 
Carol Clelland 
John & Diane Craig 
Pat Crews 
Doug & Joanne Dahl 
Sue Davies, Joanne Davies’ niece-in-law 
 

Andy De Paolis  
David De Paolis  
Elizabeth & Larry Duncan 
Richard Falon 
Donna & Kari Fiero 
David Hoffman 
Meredith Inglis 
Vera Jones 
Lloyd & Paula Lamb 
Paul Laughlin 
Bruce McConnell 
Judy McDonald 
Peter Minnaar 
Barbara O’Connor 
Michelle O’Connor 
 

Mackenzie Orth 
Mary Ellen Parks 
Susan Parks  
Megan Phelphs  
Tori Rinehart 
Ruth Schneid 
Linda Allen Smith 
Sarah Sweers 
Jackie Tuohig 
Jeanne VanBuskirk 
Steve VanHorn 
Judy Walden 
Joe Walter 
Rick Wortman 
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GATHERING MUSIC 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  
 (The sound of the chimes announces the beginning of worship. During the Candle Lighting and 

Prelude, please keep silence to prepare for worship of God.) 
 

PRELUDE & ACOLYTE  Lead, Kindly Light arr., E. L. Ashford 
Beth Corry, guest organist 

  

INVOCATION 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

John Chrysostom, 5th century, Greek 

 
 

*OPENING HYMN I Have Decided to Follow Jesus TFWS 2129 
 
  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED  UMH No. 881 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  Glory be to the Father UMH No. 70 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (sung)  Albert Malotte 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY Praise and Thanksgiving (Gaelic Melody Bunessan) 
 Beth Corry, guest organist  
 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMN No. 95 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Keeley DiMartino 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Just a Closer Walk with Thee arr., Richard Walters 
 Clayton DiMartino, soloist 
 Beth Corry, accompanist 
 
 

SCRIPTURE Micah 6:6-8 Janet LaMartina (8:30 AM) 
  Lana Armstrong (11:00 AM) 
 

SERMON Closer to God Ron Davies 
  and Rev. Scarlett Hester 
 

*CLOSING HYMN I Am Thine, O Lord UMH No. 419 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Fanfare on SALZBURG arr., Stephanie Honz 
 Beth Corry, guest organist 
 

*Please stand if able. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by 
Deb Nelson in memory of my parents and sisters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

General Budget – Plate Offering Goal each week $11,200: September 10rd Offering – $8,308. 

Attendance September 10rd 8:30 AM 100; 11:00 AM 135; Adult SS 9; Children’s SS 10; Total: 235;  
September 3rd on-line reviews:  71 

 

WAYS TO “STAY CONNECTED” Join us for worship service on Sunday in-person at 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
and online at: https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch/ 

Join us on Facebook during the week for inspirational posts 
https://www.facebook.com/BlufftonUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/BlufftonUMC


For those who have experienced heartache such as loss of a loved one, loss of a job, 
or worsening health issues, this time can be very difficult and lonely.  You may not be 
as enthusiastic because you are still grieving.  If you wish to confidentially talk with 
someone, contact one of our Stephen Leaders today.  They are: 
Janet LaMartina (208) 409-0476, Mary Ellen Parks (843) 368-1852 or Bill Stutesman 
(214) 435-0243. 

 
 

Bluffton UMC's yearly Charge Conference will be held in our sanctuary on Tuesday, 
October 24 at 6 PM.   
 
 
 
 

 

Praise Club! 
Together we will explore how we can praise God through 

singing, playing instruments, movement, drama, and scripture, 
and use our God-given talents to serve others! 

 

Kids Praise Club is for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade 
and meets every Sunday, 4:30-5:30pm in the Music Suite. (There will be NO Kids 
Praise Nov. 26, or Dec. 10.) 
 

Youth Praise Club is for 6th through 12th grade and meets every Sunday, 5:30 6pm 
(prior to youth group) in the Music Suite. 
(There will be NO Youth Praise Oct. 15, Nov. 26, or Dec. 10.) 
 

 
All 6th – 12th graders are invited to join the fun on Sunday evenings! 

• Now through October 8 – learn to use your Bible, review Old and New 

Testaments like never before! 

• October 15 – Confirmation Sunday and Youth lead worship 

• Beginning October 15, we will start a fun study called “Tune in to Christmas” 

where we find Christ in our favorite Holiday TV specials as we begin looking 

towards Advent. 

• October 29 – youth will participate in Trunk or Treat, and help set up for All Saints Day 

• November 5 – youth will participate in our Veteran’s Recognition Program 

• December 2 – Bluffton Christmas Parade 

• December 10 – Combined Choirs Cantata during Worship Services 

• December 17 – Live Nativity 

 

The MIRACLE JAR for September will be for EPWORTH FOSTER CARE FIRST 
NIGHT BAGS.  The duffle bags are packed to help support foster families by 
providing needed items for the first night of a new placement.  Each bag is 
a gift from your church to the child and remains with the child regardless of 
future placement.  Checks may be written to the church with “miracle jar” 
on the memo line.  Thanks in advance for your donations! 

 

Bluffton Walk for Water, September 23, Wright Family Park, check-in 8 am, 
walk at 9 am - Bluffton Walk for Water is a fundraiser for the Water Mission, a 
Christian engineering nonprofit that builds sustainable safe water solutions for 
people in developing countries, refugee camps, and disaster areas. Since 2001, 
Water Mission has served more than 8 million people in 60 countries, sharing 
safe water and the message of God’s love.  Charity Navigator has awarded 
Water Mission its top four-star rating for 15 years.   

To learn more, visit watermission.org. 
 

To REGISTER: Start at walkforwater.com/beaufort , scroll down to Top Teams and click on View 
All.  Our team's name is Wade in the Water Walkers and will appear on the list. On the far right, click 
on the head silhouettes and JOIN will appear.  There is a $25 contribution to join the walk. 
If you are the owner or manager of a business, please consider being a sponsor for this event.  Contact 
Lynn Newsom at lynewsom@gmail.com for information.  You may also contribute by writing a check 
to: Water Mission, 1150 Molly Greene Way, Bldg. 1605, N. Charleston, SC  29405.  Please put Team 
Wade in the Water Walkers in the “For” line.  We hope you can join us in our efforts to raise funds 
and awareness to fight the global water crisis! 
 
DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY BEGINS SOON!  Pick up your books in the office ($17 per book.) 
Disciple I – Wednesdays 10 AM – 12 PM – Music Suite, started September 13th 

Disciple II – Wednesdays 12 – 2 PM – Conference Room 2 – starts October 4th 
Disciple III – Tuesdays 4 - 6 PM – Conference Room 2 – Starts September 26th  
 
 

09/18 – Matt D’Antonio 09/19 – Gilbert & Mary Reid Carter, Sr. 
09/18 – Brent VanBuskirk 09/20 – Allen & Runell Connell 
09/19 – Cindy Sprouse 09/23 – Matt & Rachel D’Antonio 
09/19 – Betsy Epply  
09/19 – Bill Mattingly  
09/21 – Bruce Hardie  
09/23 – Molly Reichert  

 

http://watermission.org/
http://walkforwater.com/beaufort
mailto:lynewsom@gmail.com
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