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Dear Friends 

In year’s past, I have loved 

the end of August. Things seemed to slow down, just a 

bit. Gardens were mostly harvested; summer flowers 

were over and fall flowers not yet begun. The busyness of 

vacations, of organizing kids’ activities and trips to 

grandparents, of beach days and VBS was winding down, 

and there was a sweet lull before Autumn began in a 

burst of fall colors and pumpkins. This year, like so much 

else, the change of the seasons seems to be out of 

rhythm. We are changing much of how we do things. 

For example, I am wearing a mask while preaching. It 

does interfere with you seeing my face clearly, and it is 

not fun to speak through. I am reminded to pay special 

attention to diction and to enunciate carefully. It would 

be nice to cast it aside, but the Bluffton Town ordinances 

do not offer an exclusion for religious services. So, I will 

be masked for a while yet. Transcripts of the sermons are 

available, just let me or Pat Simmons know. And we will 

get through this. 

Annual Conference will be in the Fall and be a one-day 

virtual event. Rather than our usual in-person 3 to 4 day 

Conference in June, this year, the South Carolina Annual 

Conference will meet online on Saturday, October 17th. 

Details about the conference are forthcoming, but many 

of the reports are currently available at www.umcsc.org. I 

will miss the interaction with so many friends from across 

the state, and the worship and Bible studies. 

Even with all these changes, the work of the church 

continues, and our holy task is “to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

We just have to do some things differently! 
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Like under a TENT! 

We hope to have a tent in place in the middle of 

September. It will be 20 x 30 and in the back grassy field. 

We are working to position it so that there is still a lot of 

room for parking and playing. (Our youth have played a 

few games of kickball and frisbee in the grass! Socially 

distanced but having fun together.) The tent will provide 

space for outdoor worship, a class can meet there, we 

can have meetings there, we can sit around and talk 

there. We will ask that you bring your own chairs for 

worship. We are working out electricity and the details 

surrounding the portable sound system! 

Like Moses from now until the end of October! 

Each Sunday, during children’s time, we will be working 

through the story of Moses’ life. We will add another 

piece to a display in the sanctuary each week as we 

encourage children of all ages to remember Moses. The 

children’s bulletins that go out in the online newsletter 

will have something of Moses in them, as well as a little 

of the Matthew texts we are also using in worship. 

Like Virtual Choir! 

Our chancel choir continues to creatively bring us 

beautiful, soul stirring music on Sundays, and they are 

looking for ways to sing together virtually. This will 

involve a careful use of music and electronics, and I am 

looking forward to all the choir is doing. By the way, our 

chancel choir meets via zoom each Wednesday evening 

as a way of staying in touch, sharing concerns, devotions 

and laughter. 

Like Communications! 

I know that not everyone uses computers and the 

internet comfortably or at all. Yet, we are all part of the 

body of Christ. So, we hope to send printed newsletters 

and make phone calls to those who do not have email. 

The world changes, but life goes on, and our Savior is 

eternal. That’s the best news. My family and I are 

preparing for the fall by registering for school, buying 

uniforms (Horry County schools did not require 

uniforms), and anticipating cooler mornings! I thank God 

for you and look forward to fall in Bluffton with you. 

Faithfully, 
Pastor Scarlett 

 

http://www.umcsc.org/
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Please enjoy meeting our Stephen Ministers. We 

feature one or two a month so that you may 

become more familiar with who we are and why 

we decided to commit ourselves to the service of others. 

Please enjoy our biographies over time. There are 

currently eight of us who are actively serving as Stephen 

Ministers, half attend the first service and half the 

second.  

Janet LaMartina,  
Stephen Minister 
 

Janet and her husband, Tony, 

moved to Bluffton in January, 2016 

from Meridian, Idaho, near Boise. 

Originally from Kansas City, she 

met and later married Tony, originally from St. Louis, 12 

years ago. Both retired in 2015. Janet was employed as a 

Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor with the State of 

Idaho for 29 years. She assisted people with disabilities in 

returning to work.  

Janet became a member of BUMC in February, 2016, 

the month following her arrival!! As a lifelong Methodist, 

she knew this church was special and the right choice for 

her. She joined Stephen Ministry in Feb, 2017. Her 

profession as a counselor for many years drew her to this 

ministry of Christian care-giving. She explained her 

reasons for her commitment as follows: 
 

“I have found that the Stephen Minister/Care 
Receiver relationship mutually benefits both 
individuals. The Stephen Minister has the 
opportunity to listen and provide support to a 
fellow human being; while the Care Receiver 
comes to understand that his/her feelings are 
very real and will be validated. It is a sacred 
bond. I truly believe in this important ministry 
and am blessed to serve.”  

 

As always, we are hoping that during this very difficult 

time you will find the courage to ask for help, whether it 

concerns death, loss of a job, ailing parents, or anything 

that is causing you anxiety. We are here to support you in 

a strictly confidential way. Contact Mary Ellen Parks, 

843.368.1852, maryellenparks22@gmail.com or Pastor 

Scarlett, pastor@blufftonumc.org 

 

 
 

 
John White, 
Stephen Minister  
John and his wife, Barbara, moved to 
South Carolina from New Hampshire 
in 2004. After living in Sun City for 
fourteen years, they moved to the 
TidePointe community in Hilton Head 
Island in 2018. 
 

They are the parents of two daughters, four 
granddaughters and five great grandchildren. 

 
John spent thirty-five years in aviation as a pilot with the 
U.S. Air Force and Pan American World Airways. 
 
“Having become a Born Again Christian late in life, in 
2009, I felt a special need to serve God and Jesus Christ. I 
found that Stephan Ministry offers that opportunity in a 
unique way: we can help others while continuing to grow 
ourselves in our faith and our understanding of life. In 
addition, I am allowed the honor to serve with the finest 
group of colleagues that I have ever known.” 

 

THE MISSION TEAM 

No meeting in September. Next 
Meeting will be October 20, Tuesday 
at 6:30 p.m. Place TBA. 
Janice Trainor is the chairperson. 

 

MIRACLE JARS – The August Miracle Jars for 

The Boys & Girls Club of the Lowcountry 

amounted to $540. Thank you for your 

generous support!  

The Miracle Jars for September will be for Meals-on-

Wheels, Bluffton-Hilton Head, Inc. This is a local 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization dedicated to providing their 

clients with one nutritious meal a day in their own home 

on a temporary or long-term basis. Clients, a social 

worker, a family member or friend may sign up an 

individual. Volunteer drivers are always needed to deliver 

the meals a few mornings per month – Monday-to-

Friday. A typical route includes about a dozen homes in 

the area. Drivers use their own automobiles and provide 

coolers to keep meals warm and beverages cool. 

Volunteers gather at Hilton Head, with the coolers, and 

receive a roster of the names for the routes for Hilton 

Head and Bluffton. For more info or to volunteer call 

843.689.8334. If you donate with a check, please write 

on the memo line, “Miracle Jar”. 

mailto:maryellenparks22@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@blufftonumc.org
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MISSION PROJECT – We will be collecting 

uniforms for Hardeeville School until Sunday 

October 4th. We will have a bin in the 

Narthex and also by the Water Street 

entrance.  

There are about 200 families that are needy. Shirt 

colors are by grades, but bottoms can be Navy or Tan. 

Socks, belts, and underwear are also needed. 

If you cannot get out to shop, you can make out a 

Check to BUMC, with Hardeeville on the memo line. 

Currently school is online, but that is to be determined 

every two weeks. We will hold the clothing until children 

are in class. 

SHIRTS: 

CD and KINDERGARTEN, LIGHT BLUE, sizes 4-5 

1st and 4th, HUNTER GREEN, sizes 6-7, and 10-12 

3rd, WHITE, sizes 8-10 

2nd and 5th, ORANGE, sizes 8-10, and 12-14 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE of Beaufort County continues to house 

families at a local hotel due to COVID-

19. As Family Promise continues to 

accept new families, they continue to 

incur unforeseen hotel expenses while 

the congregations are unable to assist 

with lodging and providing meals for our families utilizing 

hotels for the balance of this year. Our next support to 

Low Country Presbyterian Church would have been the 

weeks of September 13th – 19th and September 20th – 

26th. We can continue supporting their Mission with 

financial assistance by donating gifts cards from Walmart 

or Food Lion in increments of $10 and $25 or by check 

made payable to: Family Promise of Beaufort County and 

sent to: 181 Bluffton Road, D101, Bluffton, SC 29910 or 

donate at website: https://familypromise.org/donate/. 

The Day Center is open Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 

4:30 PM, should you choose to drop off your donation. 

Those who are making pillow cases to deliver to 

children at Hopeful Horizons have added Family Promise 

to their outreach program. This will be greatly 

appreciated. 

In Christ, 

Russ Rymer 

 

 

 

Electronic Prayer Ministry 

Our electronic prayer team is one 

part of this ministry consisting of 

about 40 members who are available 

24/7 to immediately pray in response to emailed prayer 

requests. If there is prayer needed for a specific person or 

situation you can contact Jennie Smith, 

jensmith303@yahoo.com or text 843.816.0125. If Jennie 

is not available, contact Paula Johnson, 

pbkremers7@gmail.com or 843.683.3865. We will 

contact the prayer team and prayers will flow.  

Another part of the prayer ministry is the BUMC Prayer 

Initiative. Join us in our daily practice of corporately 

praying the Lord’s Prayer at noon…set your alarm and 

pray with us! 

 

 

CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY    

Serving the Lord and His People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Care Ministry is available for Communion 

Ministry, Hospital Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

Spiritual Ministry, Homebound Visiting Ministry, and 

Encouragement Ministry. If you know of someone that 

would benefit from these wonderful ministries, please 

contact us. 

Linda Cecil; 859.619.1777; LCecil@gmail.com  

Kathy Griebel; 843.837.7427; jkgriebel@gmail.com 

 

Hospital Ministry: Being in the hospital or 

rehab center can be a difficult time for 

patients and families alike. Please keep us 

informed by calling Christian Care Ministry 

– Linda Cecil – 859.619.1777 

 

Thank you for mailing your tithes and offerings to 

BUMC, PO Box 368, Bluffton SC 29910 

A reminder… our Sunday service is available on our 

YouTube channel after 11:00 a.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch 

 

Prayer for the Day:  
Thank You, Dear God 

For all You have given me.     

For all You have taken away from me.  

For all You have left me.  -  Amen 

https://familypromise.org/donate/
https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch
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I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 

strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 

inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, may have power together with all 

the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 

high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 

that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to 

the measure of all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:16-19 

I am excited to say 

that we have an 

opportunity to be 

together in small 

groups again. So 

many of you have 

helped with “Mary’s Pillowcase Project” many times 

over the last few years. Thursday morning an email was 

sent from BUMC 

regarding this pillowcase 

project. Paula Kirkland 

and Mary Ratliff have 

worked very hard to 

organize a way we can 

safely continue our work 

during this time. Please read your email carefully. If you 

have any questions, you can call Paula (843.295.2065) 

or me (843.705.5054) for information on how to obtain 

the kits. Your instructions in the kits will have more 

contact information for Mary Ratliff and Paula regarding 

the actual construction of the pillowcases. If you did not 

receive the email, let me know and I will send it to you. 

walda831@gmail.com 

 

We will also have kits to make “ribbon crosses”. 

 

 

 

Our church has also rented a large tent. Hallelujah!!!! I 

am hoping we can have our first unit meeting this year in 

this tent. I will keep you informed, but possibly the first 

part of October when it is cooler. 

It is just good to feel some encouragement for us 

working together again in a project and having fellowship 

outside together in the near future.  

Pastor Scarlett and our church are doing so much 

behind the scenes to bring us together again as safely as 

possible. I am so very appreciative of all their hard work. 

The following book review is not on our UMW reading 

list, but it is a great time in our lives to learn more about 

the bible. I purchased my hardcover copy on Amazon as a 

“used” book for about $6.00 and free shipping. 

 

Book Review  – recommended by Jackie Tuohig 

Know The Bible in 30 Days 
 

This is the ultimate 30-day guide to 

understanding the Bible and gaining 

inspiration from the Bible to apply to your 

own life. The inspirational aspect is what 

makes this reference book a Guideposts 

book. A well-organized, helpful overview of each book of 

the Bible pulls together interesting historical information-

aided by informational sidebars, timelines and call-outs. 

In addition, the reader will also enjoy Guideposts' 

trademark inspirational takeaway for each section. 

Father God, help me obey the small requests. Help me 

to trust You without wavering, believing that You are 

eagerly waiting to perform a miracle in my life. Let me 

not get distracted by my own fears, expectations or 

assumptions. I know You are working with me, right 

where I am. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

In God’s Love and Grace, 

BUMW President, Walda Letson 

Walda831@gmail.com 
 

BUSY BEES – Hard working Busy Bees are 

seen buzzing around the church grounds 

every Thursday...the grass doesn't stop 

growing because of COVID-19 

restrictions! We are so very blessed to have these 

“Bees” (men) working for the church!! Thanks to all… 

mailto:walda831@gmail.com
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BUMMs – September is the month we 

make our plans for our major fund 

raiser, the Pecan Sale. As everyone has 

been experiencing, with the coronavirus, 

the year of 2020 is not a normal year. At our September 

meeting at 9:00 AM on September 5th, we will make our 

final decision on how/if we have the pecan sales. Please 

plan on attending. The meeting will be over the internet 

using ZOOM. All BUMMs will be sent an invitation. 

 

 
I read this from the book Jesus, Our Perfect Hope by 

Charles F. Stanley and thought it was good to remind us 

that we all are called to serve. We each have a gift to 

share with others. 

“One of the most wonderful and impactful things we 

can learn through Jesus’ earthly ministry is His unceasing 

commitment to servanthood. Though He is God, Christ 

humbly submitted Himself to minister to us. We should 

take note of this, especially since we are called to 

conform to His image. This means we should reflect these 

characteristies: 

Abiding – If we serve others, we much have something 

to give them. As I often say, our intimacy with God 

determines the impact of our lives. Spend time with the 

Lord so you’ll have something to contribute to others. 

Awareness – Are we alert to the needs of others and 

sensitive to their hurts, dreams, and troubles? 

Acceptance – One reason we may find it difficult to serve 

is we focus on others’ faults. Instead, concentrate your 

efforts on loving them as Christ would. Availability – Do 

we make time for others? Jesus taught that if man is to 

find his life, he must lose it (Matthew 10:39). That means 

giving yourself away in His name. So, pour out your 

concern for others, because when you do, you’ll certainly 

be conformed to His image.” 

I hope you were blessed by this. Please let me know if 

you would like to be a part of the Evangelism Team. 

Bonnie Bogart:  843.338.7710. God bless. 

 

 
 
 

 
HISTORICAL CORNER 
 

 

 

Dedication of Original Church 1945 
This is the Certificate of Dedication of the Bluffton Methodist 
Church which was dedicated on January 14, 1945. It replaced 
the Sanctuary which was destroyed by a hurricane in 1940 
which was locate at the corner of Allen & Calhoun Streets. This 
was in the same location at which the current Sanctuary is 
located today. 

We encourage anyone to contact us if they have anything 

pertaining to the history of BUMC pictures, maps, and 

personal stories. Send you answer to tallowal@sc.rr.com 

or historyannex1@icloud.com  

Your historical committee 
 

 

Our Charge Conference will be Monday, 

November 23, 2020 at 7 PM. At a recent 

meeting, our district superintendent, Rev. 

Joey McDonald, informed clergy that Charge 

Conferences will be conducted either by zoom or 

limited to only 10 persons in attendance, and a decision 

about which we will do will be shared as we draw closer 

to the date. In preparation for Charge Conference, 

committees, boards, and groups will need to prepare 

reports.   

For now,  

1. Please schedule your meeting times and let me 

know. Remember that we either need to be outside 

and socially distanced or on zoom. Brian Osgood, 

Laurel Karper or I can help you set up a zoom 

meeting.   

2. Please have your reports ready by November 16th 

so that I may turn them in ahead of Charge 

Conference as requested. 

Pastor Scarlett 

 

mailto:tallowal@sc.rr.com
mailto:historyannex1@icloud.com
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN:  
"Let Us Break Bread Together" 
 

As worshipers we continue to grieve our inability to 

sing hymns during in person services. Prior to the 

coronavirus pandemic, we were able to sing together the 

African American hymn "Let Us Break Bread Together" 

which is most commonly sung by United Methodists 

while observing Holy Communion. The simple structure 

of this hymn or spiritual provides the ideal music to 

accompany this ritual both because of its text and sing-

ability. It is easily memorized and harmonized. 

In a recently published article in the Canterbury 

Dictionary of Hymnology, written by United Methodist 

Hymnal editor, Dr. Carlton Young, he reveals the 

probable roots and major variants of this spiritual. Dr. 

Young suggests that this “spiritual was formed in the 

West African Gullah/Geechee enslaved culture that 

developed in the coastal areas of South-Eastern colonial 

America, including St Helena Island, Beaufort, and 

Charleston, South Carolina . . .” 

The text of the version most commonly sung in the 

United States was first published in The Journal of 

American Folklore (1925). The Journal included spirituals, 

as well as African American folk tales and proverbs that 

were collected by students at the Penn School on Saint 

Helena Island, South Carolina. 

A second version appeared in Saint Helena Island 

Spirituals (1925) by Nicholas Ballanta, a very significant 

collection that included 103 Gullah spirituals. This version 

incorporates the same basic text, but with variations 

based on the enslaved dialect of the region: 

 

"Let us break bread togeder on our knees . . .  
When I fall on muh knees wid muh face to de risin’ sun 
                               Oh Lawd hab mercy on me." 

 

It has been said that "the rising sun" refers to the 

ancient tradition of worshipping towards the east. Since 

the naves of most cathedrals and some churches face 

east, the rising sun is a symbol of God, the source of new 

life and light. 

The prophet Malachi proclaims that "the sun of 

righteousness will rise with healing in its wings"(Malachi 

4:2). Many Bible scholars believe this is a reference to 

Christ's coming. 

"Let Us Break Bread Together" calls all Christians 

together in celebration of the Lord's Supper. Whether we 

kneel or stand, "the attitude of the heart is worship" as 

we come before Christ, the Host of the feast. 

One of my favorite recordings of this hymn was made 

by the American opera singer and recitalist the late 

Jessye Norman. I invite you to click on the hymn 

recording link below in praise and worship of Christ, our 

Savior and Host. 

 
https://youtu.be/ZFQqOWh2aOY 
 
For God's glory only, 
 

 
 

Ella W. Davis 
Director of Music Ministry 
 
 

Portions have been quoted from an article by C. 

Michael Hawn, University Distinguished Professor of 

Church Music, Perkins School of Theology, Southern 

Methodist University. 

https://youtu.be/ZFQqOWh2aOY
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Join Laurel for virtual coffee and 

conversations on Zoom, or if you would like 

to speak by phone. (Not sure about Zoom, 

Laurel is willing to walk you through on the 

phone on how to get connected.)  

Sign up with: 

https://calendly.com/blufftonumc/coffeeconversation 

 

Ways to “Stay connected” 
Join us online for worship service on YouTube each 
Sunday 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch 
 
Join us on Facebook during the week for inspirational 

posts. Pastor Scarlett will be “Live” each Wednesday at 

10:00 AM.  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 
Youth Meetup: Sun, Sept 13th & 27th from 5:30 – 7:30 PM 
 
Watermelon Wednesday with  
Pastor Scarlett:  
Sept 2nd – last one for now 
6:30-7:30 PM – RSVP to Laurel 
 
Communion: First Sunday, Sept 6th, 8:30/11:00 AM 

Communion Deliveries: if you need communion 

delivered to your home, please email Laurel with the 

number of people in household.  

education@blufftonumc.org 

 

Bible Study – If you would be interested in joining an 

online Bible Study starting mid-Sept, email Laurel: 

education@blufftonumc.org 

 

 

 

Watching with the Eyes of Faith 

How can we use movies to test 

what we’re learning in church? Try 

these simple tips while watching.  

Choose one of your favorite movies - not necessarily 

one with out-and-out theological meaning, but your 

favorite film. Watch it with a few friends, your family, or a 

small group. You can even watch it separately, and then 

have a discussion about the film on the phone or video 

call. Use this film review questions to think through what 

you are viewing.  

Begin with the first scene, the first note of music, or the 

first few minutes of footage. What is your initial 

impression of the film? How does it make you feel? Why? 

What do you expect from the rest of the film?  

What is the main point of the film? What are other 

important points? 

When you watch the film, what do you learn about life? 

About God? About other people? About yourself?  

What in your own experience relates to the film? With 

which character do you identify with? Why? 

What about the film-story, character, style, color, 

costuming, symbolism-helps you to uncover its deeper 

meaning?  

Does the film remind you of something from the Bible? 

Of something from your own faith journey?  

What are the issues raised by the film (for example: 

stereotyping, reckless behavior, sadness or grief, difficult 

relationships, oppression)? What similar issued do you find 

in your school, family, church, community, or world? How 

would you or your family deal with the situations or 

problems raised in the film? 

 

September Suggested Movies 

Children:  Dolittle 

 A Dog’s Way Home 

 Trolls 

 The Lion King 
 

Adults:  I Still Believe 

 Just Mercy 

 A Hidden Life 

 A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 

 

 

 

https://calendly.com/blufftonumc/coffeeconversation
https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch
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Children’s Moment Series on Sunday @ 8:30/11:00 AM and on YouTube 

The Life of Moses 

Over the next several weeks during worship service we will dive into the Life of Moses. To catch you up, after 

the death of Joseph, God blessed the people of Israel so they “became exceedingly numerous, so that the land 

was filled with them.” Eventually a new king came into power in Egypt; he did not know Joseph. He believed the 

Israelites had become too numerous and feared they would turn against Egypt sometime in the future. The 

Egyptians decided to make the Israelites their slaves. The more the Egyptians oppressed Israel, however, the 

more they multiplied and spread. Yet the Egyptians made their lives bitter with hard labor. Then the king of Egypt 

tried a different approach. He ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill every male child but let the girls live. But the 

midwives feared God and disobeyed the king. They let the baby boys live. Then the king commanded every boy 

born to Israel to be thrown into the Nile. The girls were to live. A couple who were descendants of Levi had a son. 

The child’s mother hid him for three months. When the baby became too big to hide, she placed him in a 

waterproof basket and hid the basket in the reeds along the shore of the Nile River. The boy’s sister hid nearby to 

watch what would happen. When Pharaoh’s daughter came to the Nile to bathe, she found the basket with the 

baby inside. She knew it was one of the Hebrew babies, but he was crying, and she felt sorry for him. The boy’s 

sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter if she should go get one of the Hebrew women to come and nurse the baby for 

her. Pharaoh’s daughter said “Yes,” so the girl got the boy’s own mother to nurse the child. Pharaoh’s daughter 

named the baby Moses, which means “drawn out,” because she drew him out of the water. 
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Sermon Notes - Take notes during service to think about what has been said, and that you can go back to. This 

helps for all ages, and it would be great if you would like to share them with us at the church to see all the 

differences in each other’s note-taking skills.  

 

 

DON’T FORGET EPWORTH CHILDREN'S HOME WORK DAY OFFERING NEXT 

SUNDAY! Next Sunday is the annual Work Day offering for Epworth Children’s 

Home. This tradition dates back decades when Methodists were challenged to 

“Give a Day’s Pay” to the children at Epworth. While the emphasis has shifted a 

bit over the years, it is still important that we come together to provide spiritual, 

educational, emotional and physical support for the children at Epworth. As you 

consider what God is calling you to give to support our church’s ministry to children, remember Christ’s 

command to let the little children come to him. He embraces them, welcomes them, loves them and teaches 

them. Epworth is answering this call to let the little children come. Your generous contribution to our church’s 

ministry enables transformation to happen for the children who call Epworth home. Epworth does not receive 

apportionments from the United Methodist Conference. This offering is our opportunity to support this vital 

ministry. For more information about Epworth Children's Home, visit them on the web at 

www.epworthchildrenshome.org. 
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Church Announcement – Budget and Stewardship August 26, 2020 
(Read by Karen Wyld 8:30, William Court 11:00 in Tim Wyld’s absence) 

 

My time is short and I have been asked to address two important God seeking issues that 

the Finance Committee has in their “holy plate.” I’ll start with the simple administrative issue 

and finish with the challenging opportunity our Congregation must address for the good of 

God’s bride the Church. 

Item #1!  In this week’s bulletin there is an announcement about “Budget Time”. In an effort to expand the 

Finance Committee’s hearing and responsiveness, and to include all of our intelligent and gifted individuals in the 

process of assembling the BUMC budget, the Chair of Finance and your “humble” Church Treasurer, me, have sent 

out a package of information to Committee Chairs in order to tap your hearts for the Church. The Finance 

Committee will gather your ideas and assemble the numbers that become the recommendation for the 2021 

BUMC Budget for Administrative Council to vote on. May the Lord, his Son, and the Holy Spirit, guide all of us in this 

new administrative asking of His servants. Any questions on who to contact about this effort, see the bulletin for 

contact information or call the Church Office, 843.757.3351 and Pat Simmons will guide you down the proper path. 

Item #2!  This is the Challenging Opportunity. Your Church is in the midst of the whirlpool that is composed of 

tough and uncertain times. I resolve to NOT let anger, sickness, controversy, pessimism, greed, dislikes, and general 

darkness, overcome the bright shining light that is this Holy temple and shining gathering place for HIS faithful, 

loving people. During the first seven months of this unusual year, you the BUMC congregation, poured out your 

love for this Church in a way no one could have predicted. You met the challenge to fund this home of the fruits of 

the spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Goodness, Gentleness, Kindness, Faithfulness and Self Control. But recently 

something has stemmed that faithful outflow. 

Why give a stewardship message now? Some of you may think you have all been blessed by the absence of 

having to listen to Finance ask you for more! You may be thinking to yourself, “Seems the Finance Committee feels 

they are overdue in spreading and sowing some guilt.” I assure you that is not our intent. We need your faithful 

giving to address uncertain times. To add outdoor meeting space beginning in September under a rented tent on 

our property to provide a usable and safer gathering space. To address the revelation that HVAC units don’t last 

forever and although we are blessed with resources to assist us, we don’t know the final cost. To continue loving 

mission work in the community and our new commitment to caring for those in need at Helpful Horizons and 

Bluffton Self Help through an additional outreach established in the Annex. To pay for all the additional work the 

Trustees have taken on during the lockdown to refurbish the Kitchen, clean and refurbish the old parsonage or 

Annex, repair and repaint the Church windows, and address future needs being requested as a part and parcel of 

the budget process we are embarking on. To repair and eventually replace the roof over the fellowship hall and 

education wing that is on its last legs, musical instruments that need attention, and grounds and $4,000,000 in 

property and buildings to care for. Take your pick, these are all necessary and need your loving, caring, faithful 

support. 

I am sure of one thing above all else. This too shall pass. For you, the BUMC congregation, and those who have 

found us online and are watching, are God’s people. You are blessed and loved and I am confident that with Christ, 

with his Son, and with the Holy Spirit, ALL things are possible. We’ve had a dip in resources available to the Church 

in July and August but I am confident that you still know the BUMC address, P.O. Box 368, Bluffton, SC, 29910. You 

still know your way here for those in the neighborhood, and you still know where the mail slot in the Church Office 

door is located. 

God loves his faithful servants. God’s heaven on earth needs an outpouring of your hearts to keep his bride the 

Church on track. These are challenging times that are presenting challenging opportunities to HIS kingdom. Choose 

to live in Him and with Him and meet the challenges. God Bless each and every one of you and please meet HIS call 

for the love of HIS church. Thank you and break open one of those coin collector vessels in your home! Every little 

bit helps.  
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BUMC

Treasurer's Report August 31, 2020

Budget Target is 35 of 52 Sundays or 67.3% 

Actual Budget %

Total Plate Offering (3.55% under or $18,995 short as of 8/31) 341,464 535,600     63.75%

Ditch the Debt Offerings 36,206 -                  0.00%

Building Use 710                 -                  0.13%

Interest Income 1,034             -                  0.19%

Total Income 379,414         535,600     64.07%

Expenses Compared to Budget

Annual Conference -                      2,400         0.00%

Apportionments, Health Ins & Pension Fund 54,239           84,803       63.96%

PSB LOC Principal Only 48,621           20,000       243.10%

PSB LOC Interest Only 7,585             10,000       75.85%

Fellowship Ministries 1,914             4,000         47.86%

Communications 1,994             3,100         64.31%

Evangelism -                      500            0.00%

Family Ministry & Education 3,820             15,000       25.46%

Historical 122                 500            24.39%

Insurance 26,771           28,000       95.61%

Missions 3,875             6,500         59.62%

Music 4,319             9,900         43.63%

Office 3,671             6,200         59.21%

Pastors Reimbursable Exp (Includes Moving Expenses not Anticipated) 10,509           8,800         119.42%

Payroll, FICA, Unemp & Service 163,006         267,800     60.87%

Stephen Ministry 1,932             1,800         107.31%

Trustees Maintenance & Repairs 8,972             29,400       30.52%

Utilities 17,775           30,350       58.57%

Worship 3,042             4,500         67.61%

Total Expense ( 362,166         533,553     67.88%

Net Surplus to Date 17,247           2,047         

BUMC Debt Analysis

PSB Line of Credit Principal Balance $198,113 APR 5.25% Interest 28.50$         

Payroll Protection Program Loan Balance $49,012 10,401$     per year

199.47$    per week

Under Budget

"Empty Sanctuary" Plate Offerings 08/02/2020 5,255$       (5,045)$      

08/09/2020 8,333$       (1,967)$      

08/16/2020 11,769$     1,469$       

08/23/2020 6,323$       (3,977)$      

08/30/2020 5,499$       (4,801)$      

Total Offerings as Percentage of Budgeted Expected  August only = 72.2% Total 37,179$    (14,321)$     

Total Designated Fund Expenditures (not in General Fund P&L) 52,230$      

Property Plant & Equipment Purchases (not in General Fund P&L or Budgeted) Annex 13,050$      

  (With over $4.6 million in Property Plant & Equipment in its care, the BUMC Church 10,610        

   trustees address many major asset replacements and repairs each year. HVAC 13,895        

   These annual costs are not steady, can "mushroom" in any given year, and Kitchen 8,942           

   should be planned for in advance by the congregation.) Land Improvements 2,690           

Office Furniture 2,265           

Hardware/Software 803              

Audio/Visual 628              

Parsonage 380              

  Total 2020 Property Plant & Equipment Purchases as of 8/31/2020  Total 53,263$      
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Daniel Alba Mike Kovacs Jim Snow 

Tim Alarie Paul Laughlin Parker Snow 

Katie Allen Caitlyn Lew Ed Stanley 

Melissa Allen Judy McDonald Bea Story 

Marty Blaney Mark McGilton Tom Story 

Lou Cavanaugh Joan Morris Kim Sturm 

Peggy Chandler Kyle Nance Connie Thompson 

Ansel Clark Robert Newhart, Sr. Alex Ulmer 

Wayne Cimino Chris Obras Angie VanZuylen 

Annette Conrad Bill Owen Judy Walden 

Bill Droste Les Parry Linda Walker 

Donna Fiero Megan Phelphs Dave Waugh 

Karl Fiero Jenny Ragan Donna Williams 

Connie Hornick Mark Ratliff  

Vera Jones Tommy Rawl  

Kaye Koltveit Paul Reitz  
   
   
   
   

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

01 – Ron McAbee 
01 – Shirley Hamilton 
02 – Jerry Johnson 
03 – Art Holland 
03 – Mary Ratliff 
04 – K.B. Snow (child) 
05 – Corby Cleveland 
06 – Donna Blalock 
06 – Ken Emch 
06 – Scarlett Hester 
07 – Geri Burr 
07 – Lynda Johnson 
07 – Pat Simmons 
08 – Ross Boyles (child) 
08 – Joe Walter 
09 – Ryan Krivit 
09 – Jim McCarron 
10 – Joe Bryant 
10 – Laurel Karper 
13 – Conor Epps (child) 
13 – Linda McCarron 
14 – Leandra Allen 
15 – Malinda Blackshaw 
15 – Shannon Boyles 
17 – Grat Horn 
18 – Brent VanBuskirk 
19 – Betsy Epply 
19 – Bill Mattingly 
19 – Cindy Sprouse 
20 – Josie Snow (child) 

  
  
 
  
 

 
 SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

01 – Janet & Chuck Fay 
03 – Tami & Craig Case 
05 – January & Trey Snow, III 
06 – Lib & Bob Wichmann 
09 – Nancy & Brian Osgood 
15 – Leslie & Tray Hunter, III 
16 – Kathlena & Trip Sloan 
20 – Runell & Allen Connell 
26 – Becky & Jason Wells 
29 – Ellie & Jim Matta 
29 – Rebekah & Doug Runyan 
30 – Penny & Ed Stanley 
30 – Christy & Ben Britt 

 
 

 

 

 

We are ready for your requests and your 
help! Just contact Jennie Smith, jensmith303@yahoo.com 
or text 843.816.0125. If Jen is not available, contact Paula 
Johnson, pbkremers7@gmail.com or 843.863.3865. and let 
us know your concern and we’ll let the team know right 
away. If you’re interested in joining the team, contact one 
of us and we’ll get you included.  

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 
 

Ministry of Encouragement List –  
Please remember these folks with your prayers, cards, etc.… 
Lois Barton, 199 Stratford Village Way, Bluffton SC 29909; Tel: 
843.705.6050 
Lou Cavanaugh, Indigo Pines, 110 Gardner Dr., Apt 201, Hilton Head 
29926; Tel: 843.681.6853 
Betty McKelvey, 19 Raymond Rd., Bluffton SC 29909,  
Tel: 865.387.2117 
Jim Snow, 83 Foreman Hill Rd., Bluffton SC 29910, Tel: 843.757.3840 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO REBEKAH & DOUG 

RUNYAN on the birth of their daughter, Tess, 

July 28th. She weighed 7 lbs. and measured 19 

in. Rebekah said, “She has a head full of black 

hair and is an absolute angel. Her sisters are 

beyond excited, and we are all so very in love 

with her. Everyone is healthy and doing well.” 

 

Daniel Alba Paul Laughlin Jim Snow 

Tim Alarie Caitlyn Lew Parker Snow 

Katie Allen Judy McDonald Ed Stanley 

Melissa Allen Mark McGilton Bea Story 

Marty Blaney Joan Morris Tom Story 

Leslie Brannen Kyle Nance Kim Sturm 

Lou Cavanaugh Robert Newhart, Sr. Connie Thompson 

Peggy Chandler Chris Obras Alex Ulmer 

Ansel Clark Bill Owen Angie VanZuylen 

Wayne Cimino Les Parry Judy Walden 

Annette Conrad Cindy & Jim Patton Linda Walker 

Donna Fiero Megan Phelphs Jeffrey Watkins 

Karl Fiero Jenny Ragan Dave Waugh 

Vera Jones Tommy Rawl Donna Williams 

Kaye Koltveit Paul Reitz  

Mike Kovacs   

   

21 – Whitney Knopf 
21 – Emily Keen (child) 
22 – Jim Matta 
22 – David Waugh 
23 – Molly Reichert (child) 
24 – Richard Bex 
25 – Mike Reich 
26 – Audrey Atkins (child) 
28 – Sally Mattingly 
28 – Fran Oblander 
28 – Bob Wilson 
29 – Tami Case 
29 – Andy De Paolis 
29 – Linda Hall 
30 – Macy Schroeder (teen) 
30 – Eliana Wells (child) 
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BLUFFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

P. O. BOX 368   

Bluffton, SC 29910   

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

OUR NEWSLETTERS ARE ONLINE AT: 

www.blufftonumc.org 
TO BE ADDED TO OUR EMAIL LIST, 
PLEASE CALL: 843.757.3351 OR EMAIL 
THE CHURCH AT: 
blufftonumc@hargray.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM – Online and In-Person 
Pastor Scarlett’s Email – pastor@blufftonumc.org – Cell: 1.843.907.5389 

Church 843.757.3351, Church Email – blufftonumc@hargray.com, Web Site – http://www.blufftonumc.org; 
Director of Christian Education – Laurel Karper – cell – 1.717.253.6461; Email – blufftonumc.education@gmail.com 

Office hours: Mon. – Thurs. 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Mailing address: Bluffton UMC, PO Box 368, Bluffton, SC 29910 

Daniel Alba Kaye Koltveit Paul Reitz 

Tim Alarie Mike Kovacs Jim Snow 

Katie Allen Paul Laughlin Parker Snow 

Melissa Allen Caitlyn Lew Ed Stanley 

Marty Blaney Judy McDonald Bea Story 

Lou Cavanaugh Mark McGilton Tom Story 

Ansel Clark Joan Morris Kim Sturm 

Louise Cimino Kyle Nance 
Connie 

Thompson 

Wayne Cimino 
Robert Newhart, 

Sr. 
Jackie Tuohig 

Annette Conrad Chris Obras Alex Ulmer 

Bill Droste Sonny O’Neal Angie VanZuylen 

Donna Fiero Angela Outen Judy Walden 

Karl Fiero Bill Owen Linda Walker 

Connie Hornick Les Parry Dave Waugh 

Vera Jones Megan Phelphs  

 Jenny Ragan  
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