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As June 30th approaches, I find myself 

thinking back over the last 10 years. 

There are too many people to thank 

individually. In fact, some of those I would need to 

thank have already gone into the Church Triumphant.  

I do have a thankful heart though. I am appreciative 

of your generous spirit. In many ways, you are 

responsible for the person and pastor I am now. In 

fact, in some ways, it is because of you that the Bishop 

recognized me. You are why I’m becoming a District 

Superintendent. I’m not sure how you feel about that, 

but I have to give credit where credit is due.  

Mickaylla and I are so grateful to have spent a 

decade with you. You helped us build a marriage, finish 

raising five boys, and made a way to live well. Bluffton 

United Methodist Church will forever be a part of our 

identity. THANK YOU! 

Your Pastor, Joey 

To Pastor Joey, 
You lead our congregation 

by opening God’s word, 

and then you live your life 

reflecting all we’ve heard. 

You care for others deeply, 

and lift them up in prayer, and when we face 

misfortune, we know that you’ll be there. We really 

love you Pastor, for everything you do and we 

thank God for giving us a Pastor like you. 
–Anne Peterson 

Joey & Mickaylla…We THANK YOU for 10 GREAT 
years at BUMC!! 
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PLANS TO START “IN-PERSON” WORSHIP SERVICES on 
JUNE 14, 2020 

We are pleased that Bishop Holston has announced that 
we can resume in-person worship services on Sunday, 
June 14. In order to follow his "Reset, Restart, Renew" 
guidance, our church is requesting the following from our 
congregation: 
 We will have service at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 The front Sanctuary doors will be the only doors open 

for entry on Sunday 
 To protect yourself and others we recommend 

wearing masks. Hand Sanitizer and masks will be 
available at the entrance if you should need. 

 Distance barriers will be placed between pews in the 
Sanctuary by blocking off every other row. For 
second service, the distance barriers will be moved to 
allow the other pews to be used. No one is to sit in 
the last pew in front of the A/V console.  

 Announcements and information will be provided on 
the wall screen. No bulletins will be distributed. 

 All items (pens, hymnals, bibles, connection cards, 
offering envelopes, attendance pads, etc.) in the 
pews have been removed until further notice. 

 Our cleaning service continues to sterilize frequently 
touched surfaces. 

 Small groups and meetings will continue to be 
suspended until further notice; this includes Sunday 
school. 

 Continue group chats and conversations - 
online/video with each other during the weekdays. 

 The musical offerings will be limited to instrumental 
or prerecorded vocalists. Singing of hymns will not 
occur. 

 Offering plates will be on the altar rail in front on 
both sides of the church. If you usually use offering 
envelopes with cash donations, please bring your 
own envelope from home. Checks do not need 
envelopes. 

 Please do not attend if you are feeling sick, have a 
fever, have been traveling to known high risk areas of 
exposure, or have been knowingly been exposed in 
the past 14 days. 

We are happy to be coming back together, and yet we 

still need to take safety precautions as we gather. We will 

continue to record our Sunday worship services as we 

know some of you will not yet feel comfortable being 

back in church. Please watch on the YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Trusting the Refiner 

He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 

gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord 

offerings in righteousness.  

 Malachi 3:3 

A group of women were deep into a study of the book 

of Malachi. While studying chapter three, they were 

struck by this phrase at the beginning of verse three: "He 

will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver…” 

Puzzled as to what this statement meant with regard to 

God’s character and nature, one of the women offered to 

find out more about the process of refining silver and 

report back to the group at the next meeting. That week, 

the woman called a silversmith and made an 

appointment to watch him at work. She didn't mention 

the reason for her interest, except to say that she was 

curious about the process of refining silver. As the 

woman watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver 

over the fire to let it heat up. 

He explained, "In refining silver, one needs to hold the 

silver in the middle of the fire where the flames are 

hottest. This helps to burn away all the impurities." The 

woman thought about how God sometimes holds each of 

us in hot spots, and she thought again about the verse 

that had inspired her visit: "He will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver…" 

She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to 

sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was 

being refined. The man answered, "Yes, I not only have to 

sit here holding the silver, but I must keep my eyes on it 

the entire time it’s in the fire. If the silver is left even a 

second too long in the flames, it will be destroyed." 

The woman was silent for moment. Then she asked, 

"How do you know when the silver is fully refined?" He 

smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's the easy part–

when I see my image reflected in it." 

If today you are feeling the heat of a fire, remember 

that God has His eye on you and will keep His hand on 

you and watch over you until He sees His image reflected 

in you. Rejoice that the great Refiner loves you enough to 

do this, and trust that He will leave you in the fire no 

longer than is absolutely necessary. 

 

 

O Lord, though I do not always understand the reason 

for the trials in my life, help me to remember that there is 

a reason, that you have everything under control and are 

with me, even in the midst of the hottest flames. Use 

these trials, Lord, to make me more and more like you, so 

that through my suffering, I will come to reflect you more 

clearly and that I may, through your grace, show forth 

more brightly the face of your Son Jesus Christ, in whose 

holy name I pray. Amen. 

If you or someone you know is facing the heat of a fire, 

our Stephen Ministers are there to care. Please find out 

more about Stephen Ministry by talking with our Stephen 

Leader: Mary Ellen Parks, call 843.368.1852, or email 

maryellen.parks22@gmail.com. 
 

 

THE MISSION TEAM 

The next meeting is to be determined. 

Janice Trainor is the chairperson. 
 

MIRACLE JARS – Your April/May miracle 

jar contributions for the Bluffton Soup Kitchen at Campbell 

Chapel AME totaled $287.00. Thank you for your generous 

support!  

If you would like to donate with a check to 

“The Miracle Jars for June”, please write on the 

memo line “Miracle Jar”. The monies collected 

will go to Helen’s Hope. Helen's Hope is a 

Bluffton United Methodist mission that was 

created by Meredith Inglis, who was inspired when she was 

ill during her freshman-junior years of high school. Helen's 

Hope buys pillow pets and devotionals for nurses to 

distribute to patients at Beaufort Memorial Hospital who 

need encouragement and hope.  

The hospital approached Meredith and Helen’s Hope 

about making improvements to the pediatric area waiting 

room on the 3rd floor of the hospital. New flooring and 

some commercial grade furnishings have been donated and 

Helen’s Hope needs to raise funds to complete the 

transformation of that area of the hospital.   
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As I write this newsletter article, it 

occurs to me that it will be my last. 

I’m including a review of our BUMC 

prayer ministries during my time here... 

Prayer ministry formed 

We believe, as John Wesley famously stated, that 

prayer is where the action is. 

We formed our Prayer Ministry at BUMC in July of 

2014. As our church body has grown, our prayer ministry 

has expanded. 

Our prayer team (electronic) consists of about 40 

members who are available 24/7 to immediately pray in 

response to emailed prayer requests. 

Our prayer meeting team is a Spirit-led small group 

that meets in person twice per month. We focus on 

praying out God’s vision for BUMC-our church family as 

well as our community. 

BUMC Prayer Initiative is our daily practice of 

corporately praying the Lord‘s Prayer at noon. 

Open Sanctuary – Lunch Hour Prayer Time is offered in 

the sanctuary two Tuesdays per month for lunch hour 

prayers between 12 and 1. Trained team members are 

available to pray with anyone coming in for prayer. 

The Prayer Box was placed in the narthex as a way to 

submit private, confidential prayer requests that are 

covered in prayer twice per month. 

Pew Prayers are offered twice monthly. Members of 

our team walk and pray over every seat in every pew, 

often praying for church members by name. If you are 

sitting in a pew at BUMC, you have been covered in 

prayer! 

BUMC Prayer Walk 

This is an active prayer ministry! Prayer team members 

meet and walk the blocks surrounding BUMC and Old 

Town Bluffton as we pray for our church family and 

community. 

24/7 Prayer Requests 

Our prayer team (electronic) is available 24/7 to 

immediately pray in response to emailed prayer requests. 

Praise Reports 

Each Sunday Pastor Joey gives everyone the 

opportunity to share praise reports so we can publicly 

honor and thank God for answered prayer. 

 

Prayer Meetings 

We meet and pray together twice per month. We also 

use this time for teaching and training related to prayer. 

I’ve included a portion of our prayer focus: 

We pray for many things in our prayer meetings. 

Scripture is foundational for our targeted prayers (Is 60:1-

2; Hab 2:14; Lk 12:32; Jn 11:40; Ps 62:5; Eph 3:19; Eph 

4:13; Col 2:9-10). One prayer focus is fullness. We are 

praying the fullness of Jesus Christ over our church & 

community. We pray that our loved ones experience the 

fullness of all that Jesus has accomplished and assured 

for us: salvation, deliverance, healing (physical & 

emotional), and complete redemption. We also pray for 

fullness of relationship (with Father God, Lord Jesus & 

Holy Spirit). 

We pray every person that enters BUMC will 

experience the love of God and have an encounter with 

Holy Spirit that deepens their relationship with Jesus. 

We continue to pray for our community, our nation, 

and our denomination. 

We’ve also offered the “Introduction To Prayer 

Program” and distributed Prayer Bowls to our youth and 

families. 

During the last 3 months we have continued to pray 

and meet via zoom. Prayer at BUMC has continued during 

this pandemic. I know that the prayer ministry will 

continue to grow. 

It has been my great privilege and honor to pray with 

you and for you. 

 

Much love, 

Mickaylla McDonald 

Prayer Ministry Coordinator 

mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for mailing your tithes and offerings to 

BUMC, PO Box 368, Bluffton SC 29910 

A reminder… available on YouTube you may watch 

“Tuesday & Thursday Chats with Mickaylla & Joey”, also 

our Sunday services. Please go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch 

 
 

mailto:mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/BlufftonUnitedMethodistChurch
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Prayer Partners – Jesus taught that prayer is more 

powerful when prayed by more than just ourselves. Have 

you ever thought of having a Prayer Partner? 

Sometimes we need someone else to pray on our behalf. 

We may not have the words to pray and need someone 

else to stand in the gap and pray for us. Finding a prayer 

partner may be as simple as walking over to someone at 

church, or asking a close friend to pray with you. It can be a 

one-time prayer occasion or you can establish a prayer 

partner relationship for a period of time, where you 

commit to pray together on a regular basis. 

As you look for a prayer partner, seek someone who will 

hold your prayers in confidentiality, who is reliable and 

trustworthy, who is growing in his or her faith, who is 

willing to be vulnerable with you and who is available and 

willing to pray with you. Hearing our needs prayed by 

someone else can help to refocus our own prayers. 

Praying with others can have a dramatic effect in your 

own life. We need each other. God never meant us to walk 

through life alone. Prayer partners are God’s secret agents 

of blessing. In fact, it is not good to be always praying 

alone. We need to pray by ourselves, but at times we need 

the encouragement that comes from praying with a prayer 

partner. 

Prayer partners are God’s agents of blessing. 

See what can happen when you pray for one another – a 

simple prayer can become a powerful ministry for God’s 

glory. We need to stand together in prayer. We need 

others to hold our hands, especially when we are going 

through a difficult time. Praying together with a prayer 

partner gives us strength. 

Pray for the right prayer partner – First, ask God to find 

the right person to pray with you. He knows who would be 

a good prayer partner for you. 

Please talk to God and see if a Prayer Partner would be a 

blessing for you and for someone else. 

Bonnie Bogart 843.338.7710 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY 

Serving the Lord and His People 

 
Christian Care Ministry is available for Communion 

Ministry, Hospital Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

Spiritual Ministry, Homebound Visiting Ministry, and 

Encouragement Ministry. If you know of someone that 

would benefit from these wonderful ministries, please 

contact us. 

Linda Cecil; 859.619.1777; LCecil@gmail.com;  

Kathy Griebel; 843.837.7427; JGriebel@hargray.com 

 

Hospital Ministry: Being in the hospital or 

rehab center can be a difficult time for 

patients and families alike. Please keep us 

informed by calling Christian Care Ministry 

– Linda Cecil – 859.619.1777 

 

 

Congratulations to Pastor Joey on his appointment 

as our Walterboro District Superintendent. He will 

transition to this new position on Tuesday, June 30. At 

that time we will welcome Pastor Scarlett Hester and 

her family to Bluffton United Methodist Church. 
 

mailto:LCecil@gmail.com
mailto:JGriebel@hargray.com
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"HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING?” 

 

My life goes on in endless song 
Above earth´s lamentations, 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn 
That hails a new creation. 
 

Through all the tumult and the strife 
I hear its music ringing, 
It sounds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? 

 
As United Methodists, we join with other religious 

communities to comprehend the impact of restricting 

choral and congregational singing during in-person 

worship services. As members of our Music Ministry, we 

are weeping as we grieve the inability to come together 

to glorify God through his gift of music. 

My reason for sharing this article is to acknowledge and 

understand the rationale for the decision and to 

encourage hope that we hold on to the faith that "this 

too shall pass". 
 

*Church Music and Covid-19 
A Response from the Presbyterian Association of 

Musicians 
 

We weep with the psalmists. 
 

Like those who made their lamentation by the waters 

of Babylon, our harps are hanging on the willows. Our 

tongues have been silenced. How can we sing the Lord’s 

song...in a time of exile, illness, and isolation?...when 

singing has become a dangerous activity?...when choir 

rehearsals are “super-spreader events”?...when the 

breath of life disperses disease and death? As people 

who have devoted our lives to leading the people of God 

as they lift their voices in song, we are heartbroken. At 

the same time, we respect the wisdom of experts who 

have warned of the high risks associated with public 

singing during the Covid-19 pandemic. We believe that 

current measures to restrict singing—as much as we 

might lament them—are in the best interest of the 

church and world at this time.  

 
 

We weep with the psalmists. 
But we also pray with the prophets. 
 

Remembering Jeremiah’s counsel, we will build houses 

and plant gardens, even now. We will continue to learn 

new music, educate young musicians, train our hands and 

minds and voices, select hymns and anthems for worship, 

imagine special programs, conceive of choir tours, and 

listen for the Spirit leading us into songs as yet unknown. 

We will trust that the Lord has good plans in store for us, 

plans for our well-being, to give us a future with hope. 

Remembering Isaiah’s promise, we will listen with longing 

for the distant music that will herald the homecoming of 

God’s people, when flowers begin to bloom in the desert 

and the ransomed will return with joyous song. We will 

be praying, preparing, practicing for that great day. 
 

We weep with the psalmists. 
We pray with the prophets. 
And we sing with the whole creation. 
 

We know that the praise of God can never be silenced. 

The ancient and eternal song of God’s saving love will 

never end. The rivers and oceans sing “hallelujah!” The 

stones along the road shout “hosanna!” The trees of the 

fields clap their hands. The mountains and hills skip with 

joy. We will keep tuning our hearts to that cosmic 

symphony, joining our voices with a great cloud of 

witnesses, the people of God in every time and place, 

forever singing: Holy, holy, holy! Until our final breath, 

we will proclaim the final words of the final psalm, “Let 

everything that breathes praise the Lord!” As we seek to 

sing the Lord’s song in these challenging times, the psalm 

prayer for Psalm 150 expresses our fervent faith, 

steadfast hope, and abiding joy: 

Great and glorious God, unite our praise with the praise 

of all creation: singing your mighty acts with every 

breath, playing music to your name with all our 

instruments, joining the dance of stars and planets with 

our whole bodies; for you alone are the Holy One, you 

alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High—Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. —Book of Common Worship (WJKP, 2018), 1077 
 

*Reproduced with permission by the Presbyterian 
Association of Musicians 
 

For God's glory only, 
 
 
 

Ella W. Davis, Director of Music Ministry 
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Dear God, Thank You not only for 

Your countless blessings, but for the 

challenges that draw us near to You. 

Thank You for the hard moments when You gave me the 

strength to wait out the storm. Jesus, You are so good. 

Whatever storms come into my life, You are my Rock and 

my Shelter. Thank You for Your sustenance that fills me, 

Your light that surrounds me, and Your love that never 

fails. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

I pray that you are all staying strong and are safe and 

well. Even as we are beginning to open our opportunities 

to shop and be around more people, many of us still need 

to remain away from possible contacts not necessary. I 

know we are excited our church will be meeting again in 

just 2 weeks and can visit with each other again. 

This is our third month without our meetings and 

activities. It feels as though it has been a year. When we 

do meet again, we will need to decide how comfortable 

we are meeting in our member’s homes. There are other 

possibilities we can consider closer to that time. Because 

there will not be any meetings or activities at least until 

September, I have started thinking about what we can do 

together before the end of the year. As you know our 

MayFest Yard sale has always been our biggest fundraiser 

and we could not do it in May. We have a lot of donations 

in storage and I would like for all of us to consider having 

a UMW Yard sale in October. This is something to 

seriously consider. 
 

 

Monthly Book Review from our UMW Reading List 
 

 

Bus to Corinth 

By Ladine Housholder 

 

Ladine Housholder, finalist in Foreword’s 

“Indiefab Book of the Year” awards for 

her book, The Well Women, has done it 

again. Her sequel, Bus to Corinth, has hit 

the road! Five of the original “Well Women” journey 

through Greece to honor the memory of a friend and 

retrace the footsteps of Paul the Apostle during his 

ministry in Athens and Corinth.  

 

The idea was simple enough: see the sights, sample 

some great food, and kick back together. Suddenly, the 

Bus takes unexpected turns and negotiates sharp curves. 

Why is travel professional Ruth so reluctant to lead the 

group? What still haunts Alicia? Nurse Beth’s knees are 

healed but not her marriage. If modern Samaritan Najila 

manages her own business, why does she hesitate about 

a simple proposal? And how can Vicky, a church historian, 

create stellar guides to Paul’s Corinthian letters but not 

finish her own novel? As they study I and II Corinthians, 

the friends discover how the Apostle Paul loved and 

labored as God’s change agent for quarrelsome Judeans 

in Corinth. They realize they, too, are changed. Like Paul’s 

vision of Jesus, their experience explodes into their lives, 

empowering and transforming them forever. 
 

This is a great time to catch up on our UMW reading. For 

a complete list of our reading program, please go to: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 

In God’s Love and Grace, 

BUMW President, Walda Letson 

Walda831@gmail.com 
 

Without a meeting in April and May, the 

BUMM executive team is considering 

having a ZOOM meeting in June. Since 

large groups cannot meet currently it 

seemed like the right thing to do. You should have 

received an email from Al Litster/John Clingerman 

inviting you to participate. If you have not, please contact 

one of us. Our June meeting will be on June 6th. Details of 

the exact time will be sent out in the next week. Our June 

meeting will need to cover where our finances are, ways 

to generate funds, and needs for our annual pecan sale. 

Please plan on attending this online meeting. All you 

need is a smart phone, tablet, or a computer. 

Unfortunately, we will not be able to serve our customary 

hot breakfast. The good part will be you do not have to 

drive to the church or get dressed up. 
 

BUSY BEES – Hard working Busy Bees are 

seen buzzing around the church grounds 

every Thursday...the grass doesn't stop 

growing because of COVID-19 restrictions! THE BEES ARE 

ALSO HARD AT WORK WITH OTHER PROJECTS AS WELL. 

Just last week, a large amount of wood chips was 

delivered and the Bees worked hard at spreading it out 

where we normally park our cars. This way, we won’t 

need to walk in the dirt! Keep up the great work, Bees. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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HISTORY CORNER 

BUMC Historical Trivia Question 

Last newsletter we asked if 

anyone knew what this was a picture 

of. Well here is the answer. 

According to our historical records this picture is of a 

Methodist Church sanctuary built in 1945 on the current 

property to replace one which was 

destroyed by a hurricane in 1940. In 

the interim, meetings were held at the 

Church of the Cross. This picture was 

taken in 1973 according to the date on 

the photo. 

For the next newsletter can anyone tell us when the 

first Methodist church was built in Bluffton and where it 

was located? Hint, this church still stands today. 

We encourage anyone to contact us if they have 

anything pertaining to the history of BUMC including 

documents, pictures, maps, and personal stories. Send 

you answer to tallowal@sc.rr.com  

If anyone has a computer chair, board room table and 

chairs in good condition that they would like donate to 

the historical committee please contact Al Litster. 

Your Historical Committee 

 

 

 

Pratt Custom Painting continues with 

rehabilitation of 38 rotten windows, re-

glazing of glass and painting of all 55 

windows in the church 

building. Copula atop 

the education wing is 

also being re-built due 

to deterioration. Many 

thanks to David Pratt 

and his crew for preserving 

our church for many years to 

come! 

 

 
The past few 

months have 

been quite a 

departure from 

normal for all 

of us at BUMC. Since we cannot meet in person, we had 

to create new ways to maintain our connections with 

each other. Our communications team has been more 

intimately involved with Joey (and Mickaylla) than the 

“old normal” as we plan and conduct our weekly video 

recordings. (It’s been kind of lonely in the sanctuary with 

only three of us present.) Please understand that it has 

been Joey’s leadership and his desire to maintain a 

normal a worship environment during this period of 

isolation which has helped to keep us together.   

Joey has mentioned my name during several of our 

recordings, but please recognize the contribution of the 

whole AV team, musicians, church office, as well as many 

other unrecognized staff and volunteers who make our 

recordings possible. They say it takes village…We have a 

great one!    

As the time nears when we can worship again in 

person, many of us will choose to remain at home. 

Starting with the June 14 worship service, we plan to 

record the live service (probably 8:30), and post that 

video to YouTube as we have been doing recently. Please 

bear with us as adjusting audio levels will be a new 

challenge for the AV operator. It also takes some time to 

process video files, so the time of the video posting will 

be later than the pre-recorded videos in the past. If you 

subscribe to our YouTube channel, you will get an email 

notification when the video is available.   

Social distancing is now an important fact of life. One of 

the changes in the sanctuary that we are working on is 

the installation of shields at the AV console. If you do 

attend worship in person, please maintain your distance 

until we get past all of this.  

Thanks. John 

 
If you have changed your address, telephone 

number, cell number, or email address – 

please call the church office, 843.757.3351 

so we can keep our records up-to-date. 

Thanks! 

mailto:tallowal@sc.rr.com
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BLUFFTON OUTREACH PROJECT 

This one bag will bless a family 

connected with Bluffton Self Help 

who is currently serving 

approximately 200 families. They 

are in immediate need of donations, because the donors 

are some of the many people who are now becoming 

recipients due to no work and not receiving income during 

this difficult time.  

Laurel, our Director of Christian Education, has organized 

this project to help assist fulfilling the needs to replenish 

health and hygiene products for our local community 

agencies like Bluffton Self Help.  

Donations of health and hygiene products can be brought 

to the church and placed in the container outside of the 

Fellowship Hall door on Water St. Donations will be brought 

in daily. If you cannot get out to the store to purchase 

items, and would like to donate a financial contribution to 

this project, checks can be mailed to the church with the 

memo line: OUTREACH.  

The items needed during this time must be Neutral (not 

gender specific), full-size, new, and unopened (please do 

not remove packaging and tags). 

Shampoo,  Conditioner,  Toothpaste,  Toothbrush 

Lotion soap Razor Bandaids 

Deodorant Comb/hairbrush 

Washcloth Hand towel 

A note of encouragement will also be placed in the bag. 

  

Bluffton UMC Outreach wishes to continue this as an 

ongoing project that can then expand and serve other local 

agencies like Deep Well, Women’s Shelter, etc.  

 
Donations collected during the first week. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Join Laurel for virtual coffee and 

conversations on Zoom, or if you would like 

to speak by phone. (Not sure about Zoom, 

Laurel is willing to walk you through on the 

phone on how to get connected.)  

Sign up with: 

https://calendly.com/blufftonumc/coffeeconversation 

 

Pentecost 2020 comes to us as the world continues to 

deal with the unprecedented COVID-

19 pandemic. In this special United 

Methodist Communications 

production, set in the ever-increasingly 

common virtual world, a small group 

examines the meaning of Pentecost 

and the good news that we are not 

alone. Take a look at this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGPUGuwlFZs#action=share 

Discussion:  

How would you answer Sophia’s question? What “ordi-

thrilling” moments have you experienced during the 

pandemic?   

● Some ideas: baking, crafts, puzzles, games, 

sidewalk chalk murals, goofy television shows, and 

more.  

Before Sophia arrives, members of the group chat about 

things they’ve struggled to get used to, like masks and 

virtual meetings.   

● What has been difficult for you to get used to? Are 

there things you are doing differently that you are 

enjoying?  

The group relates to the disciples being “home” for a long 

period of time. It’s interesting to note that the word 

quarantine comes from the Italian word for 40 and the 

word Pentecost, means 50th in Greek (the holiday occurs 

on the fiftieth day after Passover).   

● What is one thing you are looking forward to doing 

with others when the restrictions are lifted and we 

are allowed to be “together in one place” again? 

Church? Friends? Movies? Shopping?   

● What do you think will be different?  

 

(continued on next page) 

https://calendly.com/blufftonumc/coffeeconversation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGPUGuwlFZs#action=share
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The Holy Spirit comes to the disciples with “a sound from 

heaven like the howling of a fierce wind” and “what 

seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each 

one of them.”   

● What are some ways you’ve experienced the Holy 

Spirit in your life?  
 

Derrick talks about feeling alone during the pandemic. 

● Can you relate? Have you ever felt lonely?   

● How do you know that God is with you?  
 

Sophia says that Pentecost reminds us that “the Holy 

Spirit is our companion when we’re apart, and 

encourages us to be there for one another—to be the 

church.”   

● What does she mean by that?   

● How can we be the church for one another?  

Credit: UMC Communications, 2020 

 

 

THANK YOU 

You may remember our Lenten 

Service we had here at BUMC 

on March 4th. The offering was 

collected for Programs for 

Exceptional People. Below is a copy of the letter of thanks 

we received. 

April 28, 2020 Dear BUMC, 

We received your generous donation of $524.70 on 

March 11, 2020. The funds will be used to provide 

support and opportunities to a number of our 

extraordinary members. We are so deeply grateful for 

people like you who are making a difference. 

The contribution you made to the mission and work of 

Programs for Exceptional People (PEP) will directly 

benefit our members through programs and experiences 

that develop knowledge and skills. Your gift will have an 

immediate impact on critical services that foster personal 

growth and independence for adults in our community 

who are living with an intellectual disability. 

PEP is uniquely positioned to continue to offer 

experiences to members that are personalized based on 

needs, goals and dreams. A group of passionate and 

dedicated volunteers augments our trained and 

experienced staff. Your participation as a partner in that 

effort is deeply appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 
May 10, 2020, the Bluffton Today reported on Red Cedar 

students regional math competition. 

“A team of fifth-graders from Red Cedar Elementary 

School was the regional winner of a seven-state 

‘problem-solving’ competition that tested students’ 

mathematics skills, reading comprehension and analytical 

reasoning. 

Red Cedar’s student team beat 31 other teams in the 

Region 4 Continental Math League competition.  

Out of 135 schools competing across the U.S., Red 

Cedar’s fifth-graders compiled the nation’s fourth-highest 

score. 

Red Cedar Elementary’s team was coached by teachers 

Audrey Kaney and Kelly Bausher.” 

 

And from an article in the Bluffton Today, May 17th. 

Congratulations to Brodie Lanese for being named an 

eighth grade Junior Scholar at Bluffton Middle School. He 

was recognized by the South Carolina Department of 

Education for demonstrating outstanding academic 

potential. 

EPWORTH CHILDREN’S HOME… IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO 

DONATE 

Many of you may remember that in the past, on 

Mother’s Day, we have taken up a special offering for 

Epworth Children’s 

Home. Since we did not 

have worship services 

on Mother’s Day, an 

offering was not taken. 

Epworth does not 

receive apportionments 

from the United 

Methodist Conference. 

This offering is our 

opportunity to support 

this vital ministry. If you 

would like to contribute 

to Epworth Children’s 

Home just indicate “Epworth” on the memo line of your 

check. Please mail it to BUMC, PO Box 368, Bluffton SC 

29910. 
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Family Promise of Beaufort County has been working to 

adjust and adapt to the many challenges and issues faced 

as they reopen their Shelter Program on Monday, June 1st 

to families who are experiencing housing insecurities. 

Assuring every precaution is and will continue to be taken 

to assure the safety of the families, staff, and volunteers. 

Although the Shelter Program is the core at their mission, 

over these past several months they have continued to 

assist this very vulnerable population by helping to 

prevent families from being evicted and sustaining those 

who have successfully completed the Shelter Program 

and have been able to move into their own homes. 

Family Promise continues to maintain contact with their 

former graduates to assure their needs are addressed. 

While Family Promise will again be accepting new 

families, they will continue to incur unforeseen hotel 

expenses while the congregations are unable to assist 

with lodging and providing meals for our families utilizing 

hotels for the balance of this year. Family Promise has 

asked that they hope congregations and volunteers will 

consider supporting their Mission in one of two ways: 

financial assistance or by donating gifts cards from 

Walmart or Food Lion in increments of $10 and $25. 

Financial donations can be made either:  

• By check and payable to: Family Promise of Beaufort 

County sent to: 181 Bluffton Road, D101, Bluffton, SC 

29910.  

OR • Submitted on their website using a credit card 

https://https://familypromise.org/donate/. The Day 

Center is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 

4:30 PM, should you choose to drop off your donation.  

BUMC as a support church has sent a $1,000 check to 

assist Family Promise. This was a budgeted item that was 

for use as needed this year. I want to thank all those who 

had volunteered to help Lowcountry Presbyterian Church 

at this time. 

In Christian Love,  

Russ Rymer 

 

 

It’s been a long time since I’ve 

written something for the 

newsletter…not sure if I remember 

how! 

Such a strange time we are going 

through…it seems like no one is 

around! Have you seen the news? In some cities, we 

(mice) have “carte blanche” and can go anywhere we 

please! It’s not as much fun though… we have to 

scavenger for some scraps of food. Sometimes, we even 

get under car hoods and take a rest from all our 

scampering. (It can get warm under there!) 

We sure do miss being at the church! Most of us can’t 

wait to see what the new “normal” will be like. Hopefully, 

the church will start having functions again so we can get 

some of the delicious bits of food the kids drop on the 

floor!! Methodists sure know how to cook!! 

Even though services aren’t being held right now, my 

buddies and I have noticed lots of working people over at 

the “old” parsonage. I think they call it “The Annex” now. 

I hear they have been painting, putting in new flooring, 

hanging wall paintings (done by someone named, Laurel). 

Literally sprucing the place up BIG TIME! 

Sad news…we’ve heard that Pastor Joey is being 

moved. We always knew when he was around; his RED 

sneakers gave him away! He will be missed! 

On the other hand, we’re looking forward to meeting 

our new Pastor. We heard she is called Scarlett. Wouldn’t 

it be funny if she also wore RED sneakers? Get it? (Let me 

know if I need to explain.) 

Here are a few of our favorite sayings… 

  
 

  
Till the next time, Your Church Mouse… 

https://familypromise.org/donate/
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May 31st Treasurer’s Report (v.3!!!!) 

 

  

 

This could go in any direction with all the winds of 

change blowing through downtown Bluffton’s 

BUMC…perhaps we should try and concentrate on a 

positive change?   

Since becoming Church Treasurer on January 1, 2019, I 

have tried to incorporate some traditional accounting 

methods to highlight the generosity of our congregation 

and correct past oversights on our books of record. One 

of these was restoring the Property, Plant and Equipment 

expenditures that in the past have been left off of our 

Balance Sheet due to some unique zero balance 

bookkeeping transactions. With the assistance of Pat 

Simmons, Palmetto State Bank, and my home desktop 

computer, I have accumulated the historical transactions 

for the major projects our Congregation undertook to 

repair the organ, expand the sanctuary, build the new 

parsonage, purchase the audio visual technology, security 

systems, kitchen, music equipment, and HVAC systems. 

In the past, single accounts were utilized to record 

donations and loans received for these projects, and 

expenditures were offset against those receipts of funds 

to finish the projects. These accounts served as a way to 

keep track of how much money was remaining to finish 

the work. Although convenient for a quick snapshot, this 

resulted in no assets being recorded on BUMC’s Balance 

Sheet. 

Excel is getting a workout on my home computer with a 

total of over 116 files consuming approximately 3,635 

kilobytes of space! Here is what the corrected BUMC 

Balance Sheet currently looks like as of April 30, 2020: 

Assets 

Checking Account $174,732. 

Designated Funds Account 24,426. 

Endowment Fund 500. 

 Total Cash and Investments $199,658. 

Property Plant and Equipment 

 Buildings and Land 3,079,618. 

 HVAC Systems 132,367. 

 Organ and Music Equipment 132,063. 

 Audio Visual Equipment 55,682. 

 Security Systems 12,856. 

 Kitchen Equipment/Modifications 8,363. 

 Landscaping Equipment 3,912. 

 Office Equipment & Furniture 4,060. 

  Total Property Plant and Equipment 3,428,921. 

Total BUMC Assets $3,628,579. 
 

Liabilities & Fund Balance 

Line of Credit Palmetto State Bank  $210,732. 

Payroll Protection Program Loan 49,012. 

Designated by Donor Funds 23,393. 

Payroll Tax Liabilities 4,366. 

 Total Liabilities $287,503. 

Fund Balance $3,341,076. 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $3,628,579. 
 

It is important to consider that accounting records 

display the actual cost, or historical cost, of transactions. 

They do not disclose the Market Value of Assets. In any 

event, after these adjustments the BUMC Balance Sheet 

more closely reflects the true historical cost of most of its 

assets. I went back to 2007 to capture the last 13 years of 

major asset purchases but did not do an exhaustive 

search for every asset that may have been acquired over 

this time period.   

Moving forward, the Finance Committee is working on 

a more cohesive budget planning process to make sure 

that everyone who heads a committee in Church can 

express their ideas and concerns on future needs and 

projects for their respective areas. Look for more 

information on this mission during August. We intend to 

develop a budget for the planned acquisition of property, 

plant, and equipment. 

Thank you for being such faithful stewards of BUMC. 

Our Congregation is truly blessed and generous! May the 

triune God continue his awesome works for his holy bride 

the Church. 
 

P.S.  For those of you who may pay attention to the numbers on 

the monthly Profit and Loss statements reported in the 

newsletter, be aware that we have again changed the way we 

are accounting for Ditch the Debt Donations and budgeted 

amounts. Since these statements are created instantaneously 

with the last day of each month, amounts can change as more 

transactions and corrections may hit the books for the month in 

question after publication of the newsletter. 
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Treasurer's Report May 31, 2020

Budget Target is 21 of 52 Sundays or 40.4 %

Actual Budget %

Total Plate Offering 219,426 535,600      40.97%

Ditch the Debt Offerings 31,260 -                   0.00%

Building Use 710          -                   0.13%

Interest Income 619          -                   0.12%

Total Income 252,015  535,600      41.22%

Expenses Compared to Budget

Annual Conference -               2,400          0.00%

Apportionments, Health Ins & Pension Fund 35,399    84,803        41.74%

PSB LOC Principal Only 38,951    20,000        194.76%

PSB LOC Interest Only 4,809       10,000        48.09%

Fellowship Ministries 155          4,000          3.88%

Communications 1,055       3,100          34.03%

Evangelism -               500             0.00%

Family Ministry & Education 1,967       15,000        13.11%

Historical -               500             0.00%

Insurance 16,119    28,000        57.57%

Missions 1,875       6,500          28.85%

Music 2,175       9,900          21.97%

Office 1,942       6,200          31.32%

Pastors Reimbursable Exp 6,400       8,800          72.73%

Payroll, FICA, Unemp & Service 108,713  267,800      40.59%

Stephen Ministry 178          1,800          9.89%

Trustees Maintenance & Repairs 3,770       29,400        12.82%

Utilities 9,956       30,350        32.80%

Worship 2,035       4,500          45.22%

Total Expense 235,499  533,553      44.14%

Net Surplus to Date 16,516    2,047          

BUMC Debt Analysis

PSB Line of Credit Principal Balance $207,892 APR 5.25% Interest 29.90$       / DAY

10,914$      per year

209.32$      per week

"Empty Sanctuary" Plate Offerings 05/03/2020 16,342$    

05/10/2020 13,943$    

05/17/2020 7,558$       

05/24/2020 4,018$       

Total Offerings as Percentage of Budgeted Expected  May only = 101.6% Total 41,861$    

Total Designated Fund Expenditures (not in General Fund P&L) 35,501$    

Total Property Plant & Equipment Purchases (not in General Fund P&L) 35,992$    

2020 Add'l Payments on LOC from General Fund -$               

General Budget Checking Account Balance 173,231$ 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

04 – Marcia Farmer 
05 – Bob Brannen 
06 – Tony LaMartina 
07 – Jenny Brannen 
07 – Caroline Sapochak (child) 
10 – Linda Stevens 
11 – Arlys Mason 
11 – Jenny Fogarty 
13 – Cecil Corson 
13 – Milton Davis 
13 – Shirley Newhart 
13 – Jay Parks 
14 – Cyncy Abel 
14 – Cora Boylston (child) 
14 – Dylan Prvulovic (teen) 
18 – Angela Court 
18 – Eileen Lubik 
18 – Rick Novicki 
19 – Sam Gamble 
19 – Janice Trainor 
20 – Jim Klekner 
21 – Connie Hoops 
21 – Meredith Schroeder 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 

02 – Carolyn & Ray Yeager 
04 – Paula & David Hoffman 
07 – Kay & Leon Atkinson, Jr. 
11 – Karen & Tim Wyld 

12 – Robin & Cordes Boylston 
12 – Marilyn & Erich Schmid 
14 – Barbara & Jim Klekner 
14 – Erin & Mark Reichert 
15 – Bonnie & Pete Bogart 
16 – Sarah & James Atkins 
16 – Dot & Mike Tate 
18 – Jan & Steve Urbanski, Jr. 
19 – Cindy & Jay Sprouse 
20 – Betsy & Jeff Walters 
23 – Linda & Jim Stevens 
25 – Corby & Lynn Cleveland 
26 – Connie & Robert Hoops 
29 – Lana & Hugh Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are ready for your requests and your 
help! Just contact any or all of us (listed below) and let us 
know your concern and we’ll let the team know right away. 
If you’re interested in joining the team, contact one of us 
and we’ll get you included. 
Pastor Joey –  blufftonumc.past@hargray.com 
 call or text – 803.671.1691  

Mickaylla –  mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com 
 call or text – 803.515.4227 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 
Ministry of Encouragement List –  
Please remember these folks with your prayers, 
cards, etc.… 
Lois Barton, 199 Stratford Village Way, Bluffton SC 
29909; Tel: 843.705.6050 
Lou Cavanaugh, Indigo Pines, 110 Gardner Dr., Apt 
201, Hilton Head 29926; Tel: 843.681.6853 
Betty McKelvey, 19 Raymond Rd., Bluffton SC 29909,  
Tel: 865.387.2117 
Jim Snow, 83 Foreman Hill Rd., Bluffton SC 29910, Tel: 843.757.3840 

 

Christian sympathy and prayers of the pastor and 
congregation are extended to Lois Gilot on 
the passing of her husband, Bob, May 27, 
2020.  
Current address for Lois is: 
5055 W. PANTHER CREEK DR.  
COTTAGE 802 
THE WOODLANDS TX  77381 
 
 

Daniel Alba Kaye Koltveit Paul Reitz 

Tim Alarie Mike Kovacs Jim Snow 

Katie Allen Paul Laughlin Parker Snow 

Melissa Allen Caitlyn Lew Ed Stanley 

Marty Blaney Judy McDonald Bea Story 

Lou Cavanaugh Mark McGilton Tom Story 

Ansel Clark Joan Morris Kim Sturm 

Louise Cimino Kyle Nance Connie Thompson 

Wayne Cimino Robert Newhart, Sr. Jackie Tuohig 

Annette Conrad Chris Obras Alex Ulmer 

Bill Droste Sonny O’Neal Angie VanZuylen 

Donna Fiero Angela Outen Judy Walden 

Karl Fiero Bill Owen Linda Walker 

Connie Hornick Les Parry Dave Waugh 

Vera Jones Megan Phelphs  

 Jenny Ragan  

22 – Joanne Davies 
23 – Luke Bliley (child) 
23 – William Goodman IV, (child) 
25 – Matthew Gue (teen) 
25 – Joseph Mark Warner 
26 – Dennis Hoffman 
26 – Edelyn Keen (child) 
27 – Jason Wells 
29 – Henry Simpson (child 
30 – Mars Mendoza 

 

mailto:blufftonumc.past@hargray.com
mailto:mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com
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BLUFFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

P. O. BOX 368   

Bluffton, SC 29910   

JUNE 2020 
 

OUR NEWSLETTERS ARE ONLINE AT: 

www.blufftonumc.org 
TO BE ADDED TO OUR EMAIL LIST, 
PLEASE CALL: 843.757.3351 OR EMAIL 
THE CHURCH AT: 
blufftonumc@hargray.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM – Children & Junior Sunday school 9:45 AM 
Adult Sunday School 9:45 AM – Men’s Bible Study 9:45 AM 

Pastor Joey’s cell phone – 803.671.1691; Pastor Joey’s Email – blufftonumc.past@hargray.com 

Church 843.757.3351, Church Email – blufftonumc@hargray.com, Web Site – http://www.blufftonumc.org; 
Director of Christian Education – Laurel Karper – cell – 717.253.6461; Email – blufftonumc.education@gmail.com 

Office hours: Mon. – Thurs. 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Mailing address: Bluffton UMC, PO Box 368, Bluffton, SC 29910 
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