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We will soon be in the season of 

Advent. While we speak of the 

“Holidays” in culture, and we speak of “Christmas” in 

the church, we often ignore “Advent”. I was watching an 

English soccer game last year, and the game analyst, of 

all people, made mention of Advent. He was referring to 

it in a secular sense as he referenced the time frame of 

the year, but he mentioned it just the same.  

Advent means “arrival”. We look to the arrival of an 

important person.   

Of course, that person is Jesus Christ. During Advent, 

we look expectantly for the arrival of the King.  

When I was a child, we celebrated Christmas Eve at 

my grandmother’s house. She lived right next door, and 

as the daylight waned I began to look out the window 

expectantly. I knew that when my cousins arrived, 

Christmas Eve had started. I could barely contain my 

excitement! Oh, that it would be the same in our hearts 

as we move into Advent.  

Your Pastor, 
Joey 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
“Count Your Blessings”: 

An Antidote to Despair 

This excerpt is taken from A UMC.org feature 

by Crystal Caviness* 

Count your blessings. Name them, one by one. 

This simple mandate for cultivating gratitude and 

thanksgiving is the opening line in the catchy chorus of 

“Count Your Blessings,” a church music staple first 

published more than a century ago. 

All these years later, the four verses and chorus can be 

summed up this way: Counting your blessings may be 

the antidote to feeling disheartened. 

The remaining line of the chorus implores you to, after 

counting and naming the blessings, to “see what God 

has done.” 

The faithful act of assessing blessings and 

acknowledging what God has provided in your life may 

give perspective when challenges and conflicts occur. 

The author of these song lyrics acknowledges that you 

can feel burdened and life can seem unfair. So can 

counting your blessings really help when turmoil swirls 

around you and discouragement weighs heavy on your 

mind? 

Such was the case for Jacob, who, in Genesis 28, is 

fleeing from his angry brother, Esau. When Jacob 

stopped for the night at a place he would later name 

“Bethel,” Jacob was in the midst of a bad situation. He 

was alone, scared and had nowhere to go. He also had 

no idea about how his circumstances might turn out. 

That night in a dream, God reassured Jacob that He was 

with him, that He had a plan for Jacob’s life and that He 

would not leave him. Jacob awoke the next morning 

with a change of heart and life didn’t seem so bad. 

“Surely the Lord is in this place,” Jacob said, “and I did 

not know it.” (Genesis 28:16) 

Numerous stories in the Bible remind you to look 

beyond your circumstances to see you are not alone, 

that “the Lord is in this place,” providing anecdotal 

evidence of the importance of gratitude.  
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If, upon reflection, you continue to feel alone, that the 

Lord is not with you, you may appreciate the support of a 

Stephen Minister. Simply contact Stephen Leader, Mary 

Ellen Parks, and she will help you. She can be reached at 

maryellen.parks22@gmail.com or 843.368.1852  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION TEAM 

No meeting in December. The next 

meeting will be on Jan 21st at 6:30 

p.m. in the Annex. Janice Trainor is 

the chairperson. 

MIRACLE JARS –Your donations in November for Ralph 

Johnson VA medical center and Pets for Vets amounted 

to $544.00. Thank you for your generous 

support! 

The month of December will be for our 

Special Needs account. The Mission committee 

has set up this account to help individuals in our Church 

Family and in those in the local community who may have 

severe financial difficulties like those due to extreme 

medical needs. This is a new program that we had set up 

this past year. We have helped several people this year 

with medical bills, and we do keep the names private. As 

always, your contributions are greatly appreciated. 
 

HARDEEVILLE SCHOOL ANGEL TREE: We 

have the names of students from the 

elementary school for the Angel tree. You 

do not have to get everything on the list, 

but we would like at least 2 presents for 

each. Of course you may get all. There may be some 

impractical gifts on the child's wish list, like computers, cell 

phones, Xbox, etc. The children do not know that the 

parents may need TV's, internet or phone service. So those 

should not be given. Presents should be wrapped with the 

child's name and number on the outside, or you may also 

just attach the angel to the packages. The school has been 

so appreciative of all of our efforts to help them. Please 

have all presents back by Sunday, Dec. 15. 
 

The Mission team has arranged to collect used 

eyeglasses and hearing aids for the Lion's 

Club. There is a box in the Narthex to 

deposit these items. 
 

 

DECEMBER MEETINGS, ETC. 

Sundays – Children, Adult & Men’s Sunday school, Ed. 

Wing, 9:45 AM 

Sundays – Bible Study, Conference room #1, 4:00 PM 

Tuesdays – Al-anon Beginners Group, Fellowship Hall, 7:00 PM 

Tuesdays – AA/Al-anon in FH & Educational Wing, 7:30 PM 

Wednesdays – Fellowship @ Grind Coffee Roasters, Sheridan Pk, 9:00 AM 

Wednesdays – Evolution Big Band, Fellowship Hall, 10 AM–12 PM 

Thursdays – Busy Bees church maintenance, 9:00 – 12:00 PM 

Thursdays – AA Beginners Group, Fellowship Hall – 6:30 PM 

AA Step Meeting/Al-anon in FH & Educational Wing, 7:30 PM 

Fridays – Bible Study Fellowship, Sanctuary & FH, 9:30 – 11:30 AM 

Tues, 3
rd

 & 17
th

 – Sanctuary open for prayer, 12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Wed 4
th

, 11
th

 & 18
th

 – Evolution Big Band, Fellowship Hall, 10 – 12 PM 

Wed 4
th

 & 11
th

 – Chancel Choir rehearsal, Music Suite, 7 PM 

Thurs 5
th

 – Decorate the Sanctuary, 9:00 AM 

Fri 6
th

 – Prayer Meeting, 10 AM, contact Mickaylla for info 

Sat 7
th

 – BUMMs Breakfast meeting, Fellowship Hall, 8 AM 

Sat 7
th

 – Bluffton Christmas Parade on Calhoun Street, 10 AM 

Sun 8
th

 – Brunch Bunch @ Lagerhead Tavern, Oyster Reef Golf Club in Hilton 

Head Plantation; 144 High Bluff Rd., HHI @ 12:45 PM 

Sun 8
th

 – Youth Lesson & Dinner, Annex, 6:00 PM 

Mon 9
th 

– Paula Bethea reserved Sanctuary 10:00 AM 

Mon 9
th

 & 16
th

  – Wesley Ringers, Music Suite, 2:45/3:00 PM 

Mon 9
th 

– Education Committee, Annex, 6:00 PM 

Tues 10
th

 – UMW Exec Board meeting, Conf. Rm #1, 9:45 AM 

Tues 10
th

 – Stephen Minister’s, Conf. Rm #2, 1:00-4:00 PM  

Tues 10
th

 – Trustee meeting in Conference room #1, 7:00 PM 

Thurs 12
th

 – “Drop In” at the parsonage, 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

Sat 14
th

 – Cantata Dress Rehearsal in Sanctuary, 9:30 – 11:30 AM 

Sat 14
th

 – UMW Christmas Luncheon at the parsonage, 11:30 AM 

Sat 14
th

 – Set up in Fellowship Hall for Cantata Breakfast, 3 – 4:00 PM 

Sun 15
th

 – Cantata at both worship services, 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Sun 15
th

 – Live Nativity, Holiday Party, (Youth Assist), 6:00 PM 

Tues 16
th

 – Church Council meeting, Fellowship Hall, 6:30 PM 

Tues 17
th

 – CSO Holiday Brass Concert - Sanctuary, 7:00 PM 

Wed 18
th

 – BackPack Buddie Food delivery, Fellowship, 12:30P 

Wed 18
th

 – Early Dining, The Studio, 20 Executive Pk Rd., HHI, 5:30 PM  

Wed 18
th

 – Chancel Choir Christmas party at private home, 6:00 PM 

Thurs 19
th

 – BackPack Buddie Food packing, FH, 8:30-10:30 AM 

Thurs 19
th

 – Palmetto Brass Ensemble rehearsal, Music Suite 7 PM 

Fri 20
th

 – Combined Handbell Concert at Lord of Life Lutheran, 7:00 PM 

Tues 24
th

 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7:00 PM 

Thurs 26
th

 – Take down Poinsettia Tree in the Sanctuary, 9:00 AM 
 

Our next Sunday Brunch will be on Dec 8th at the 
LagerHead Tavern, Oyster Reef Golf Club in 
Hilton Head Plantation @ 12:45 p.m. (155 High 
Bluff Road). Best entrance is the back gate to Hilton Head 
Plantation on Squire Pope Road. Reservations with Russ 
Rymer call 843.298.6566 or email rjrymer@hargray.com. 
Please let me know your availability by December 4th. 

 

EARLY DINING –will be December 18th at The 

Studio – 20 Executive Park Rd, Hilton Head, 

5:30 p.m. Reservations with Russ Rymer; 

rjrymer@hargray.com or call 843.298.6566.  

mailto:maryellen.parks22@gmail.com
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available 

in the Narthex. They are a gift from the Worship 

Committee to assist each family as you celebrate 

the Christmas Season and reverently remember 

the birth of Christ. 

BUMC PRAYER MINISTRIES 
 

PRAYER BOWLS 

The Prayer Meeting Team is very excited to 

announce that we will be providing Prayer 

Bowls to our families with children in first 

through 12th grade. We are happy to support our youth as 

they learn the power of prayer and the power of praying 

as a family!  
 

PRAYER MEETINGS 

Let’s pray! Join our Spirit-led small group. In December we 

meet on Friday the 6th at 10 a.m. Interested? Contact 

Mickaylla.  
 

OPEN SANCTUARY LUNCH HOUR PRAYERS  

We open the sanctuary two Tuesdays per month for lunch 

hour prayers.  

Come. Let us pray for you.  

Meet us in the sanctuary for lunch hour prayer time on 

December 3rd and 17th from 12 to 1. If your heart is heavy, 

if you need encouragement, if you don’t feel well, or if you 

just want to come and thank God for His goodness, meet 

us in the sanctuary. We are looking forward to praying 

with you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Do you have prayer requests? We are happy to pray for 

you. Our prayer team (electronic) is available 24/7 to 

immediately pray in response to emailed prayer requests. 

See contact info below.  

PRAISE REPORTS 

We want to hear your praise reports! Let’s celebrate 

answered prayers and give God honor. See contact info 

below.  

BUMC PRAYER INITIATIVE  

We want your feedback! – As we continue to 

corporately pray the Lord‘s Prayer every day at noon, let 

us know how this daily spiritual discipline has impacted 

your life. Please contact me to share what God is doing in 

response to your daily prayers. 

Let’s continue to pray and watch with expectation! 

 

 

THE PRAYER BOX  

The prayer team has provided a prayer box in 

the narthex as a way to submit private, 

confidential prayer requests. We understand 

that some situations are painful and difficult 

to share. You don’t have to endure alone. We 

can pray privately. Prayer Box prayer requests will not be 

disseminated to the entire prayer team. Instead, these 

requests will be kept confidential and covered in prayer 

twice per month.  

Note cards and pens are available next to the prayer box. 

Again, the Prayer Box is for prayer requests that will be 

kept confidential and secure. 

The prayer box is located in the right side of the narthex 

against the wall on the left underneath the hanging 

banner.  

PEW PRAYERS 

This new prayer ministry takes place during open 

sanctuary lunch hour twice monthly. Members of our 

team walk and pray over every single pew. No matter 

where you sit in the sanctuary, you are covered in prayer! 
 

PRAYER FOCUS 

We pray for many things in our prayer meetings. 

Scripture is foundational for our targeted prayers (Is 60:1-

2; Hab 2:14; Lk 12:32; Jn 11:40; Ps 62:5; Eph 3:19; Eph 

4:13; Col 2:9-10). One prayer focus for this year is fullness. 

We are praying the fullness of Jesus Christ over our church 

& community. We pray that our loved ones experience the 

fullness of all that Jesus has accomplished and assured for 

us: salvation, deliverance, healing (physical & emotional), 

and complete redemption. We also pray for fullness of 

relationship (with Father God, Lord Jesus & Holy Spirit).  

We pray every person that enters BUMC will experience 

the love of God and have an encounter with Holy Spirit 

that deepens their relationship with Jesus. 

Let’s pray! 

QUESTIONS? INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING?  

We are thrilled to offer these Prayer Ministries to you. 

Call me if you have questions. If you are interested in 

receiving prayer or participating in any of these ministries, 

please don’t hesitate. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Let’s pray! 

—Mickaylla McDonald, Prayer Ministry Coordinator 

803.515.4227 – mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com 
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Low Country Presbyterian Church has offered their facility 

for hosting families from December 29th through January 

4th. They had hosted their facility in 2019 already for four 

weeks. The need for dinner host and overnight host for 

this week will be asked to all Family Promise volunteers. 

This week is a busy week for many of us with the end of 

year holidays. Dinner host needs has been filled by Family 

Promise volunteers. There is still the need for overnight 

hosts January 1st – 4th. If you would be willing to be an 

overnight host or like to know more about this activity 

contact Russ Rymer at rjrymer@hargray.com or 

843.298.6566.   

 

 

CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY  
 

Serving the Lord and His People 
 

A Christmas Prayer 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that  in your 

great mercy and compassion you allowed your dear Son to 

become incarnate and through him redeemed us from sin 

and eternal death. Enlighten our hearts by your Holy Spirit 

that we may always be thankful for such grace and be 

comforted in all trouble and 

temptation, and at last, obtain eternal 

salvation; through your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

true God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Christian Care Ministry is available for Communion 

Ministry, Hospital Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

Spiritual Ministry, Homebound Visiting Ministry, and 

Encouragement Ministry. If you know of someone who 

would benefit from these wonderful ministries, please 

contact us.  

Linda Cecil; 859.619.1777; LCecil@gmail.com;  

Kathy Griebel; 843.837.7427; JGriebel@hargray.com;  

 

Hospital Ministry: Being in the hospital or rehab center 

can be a difficult time for patients and 

families alike. Please keep us informed by 

calling Christian Care Ministry – Linda Cecil 

– 859.619.1777 

 

HOST FAMILY NEEDED FOR EXCHANGE STUDENT 

The following email was received this week… 

My name is Christine Iacino and I work with 

International students here in South Carolina. I’m 

reaching out to churches in the area in an attempt to 

find a volunteer family for a student of mine. I have a 

very sweet 16 year old Brazilian exchange student 

presently attending Bluffton High School where she has 

been since the beginning of the school year. She is a 

straight A student and a cheerleader who loves dogs! I 

need to find a new host family for her in the Bluffton 

school district due to a death in the current host family. 

Is there anyone in your congregation in the Bluffton 

school district who would be willing to volunteer and 

host Samy for the rest of the school year? She has 

spending money for clothes and school essentials as well 

as entertainment, etc. She also has health insurance. 

The host family is responsible for providing a bed, meals 

and loving parental guidance. I would be the coordinator 

for the family and available for questions and concerns. 

Please let me know if this is something we can work 

on together. Thank you in advance, Christine, 

843.986.8574. 

(If you would like to host this person, call the church 

office, 843.757.3351 for more information about Samy. 

 

A 2020 FLOWER CHART has been placed 

on the wall in the fellowship hall. Please 

take a moment and sign up to donate 

flowers in honor of/or memory of your 

loved ones. A donation of $50 to cover 

the cost of the flowers is greatly 

appreciated. In appreciation of your 

donation, we welcome you to take one or both 

arrangements with you. Get the date you want now! 

The Church Council will meet December 16, 2019 @ 
6:30 PM in fellowship hall. 
New members appointed for the new terms 
beginning 2020 may wish to attend. 

This will be the last meeting for 2019. 

mailto:LCecil@gmail.com
mailto:JGriebel@hargray.com
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“Let your roots grow down into him, 

and let your lives be built on him. 

Then your faith will grow strong in 

the truth you were taught, and you 

will overflow with thankfulness.” Colossians 2:7, (NLT) 

We have just had our last circle meeting of 2019 and what 

a wonderful year this has been. Kathy Griebel has been a 

blessing as leader of her new Ruth Circle. Debbie Kaulig 

has begun as the new leader of Esther Circle and is doing 

a fantastic job. Paula Johnson is still doing an inspiring job 

as leader of Anna Circle as are Nadine Moores and 

Elizabeth Duncan who are co-leading the evening Hannah 

Ulmer Circle. All circles are growing and always have 

thought provoking program and devotions that inspire us 

all. We have so much fellowship and love for each other. 

We would love to have all of the women in our church 

join us in 2020. 
 

We will again be selling our 

homemade cookies and 

brownies at the Bluffton 

Christmas Parade, Dec. 7th. Our 

table will be next to the BUMM’S 

table on Calhoun Street. Please stop by and visit us. 

On December 14th, we are having our 

annual Christmas Luncheon at the 

parsonage. This is such a fun time of 

fellowship and a treat for all of us. We bring 

our favorite holiday dishes to share and 

wear our holiday best. Our UMW Sisters also bring socks, 

underwear, gloves and hats for the children at Red Cedar 

Elementary School. 

 

  

Those of us who attended Mickaylla’s presentation of their 

trip to the Holy Land were greatly blessed. Because of 

Mickaylla’s knowledge and enthusiasm in sharing, we felt 

like we were right there with her and Joey on this inspiring 

journey. Thank you so much, Mickaylla!!! 

 

We are busy planning our UMW Sunday on January 

26th. This is going to be an especially special Sunday 

because our own UMW members will be sharing some 

very special talents.  

Our next Unit meeting will be Saturday, February 29th. 

Our guest speaker will be Lynda Halpren, Executive 

Director of Family Promise. 

Monthly Book Review from our UMW Reading List 

When Other’s Shuddered: Eight Women 

Who Refused to Give Up 

This is the story of eight women called 

to serve God and who, in doing so, 

changed the world. They lived at the turn 

of the century, rubbing shoulders with 

the well-known men of their time, like 

John Rockefeller, Marshall Field, and Dwight Lyman 

Moody. These women—Fanny Crosby, Mary McLeod 

Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah Dunn Clarke, Emma 

Dryer, Virginia Asher, Evangeline Booth, and Amanda 

Berry Smith—were unique. They were single and 

married, black and white, wealthy and poor, beautiful 

and plain, mothers and childless. Yet, each felt called to 

make a difference and to do something—to meet a 

pressing need in her world. 

These women wanted to live lives less ordinary. Their 

stories inspire us to follow God’s calling in our own lives. 

They teach us that each individual person can make a 

difference. These eight women will show you how God 

can use your life to change the world. 

This book is highly recommended to any woman of 

faith. It will not only entertain but challenge you to live a 

life in service to your creator! Reading it will definitely 

challenge you and give you things to think about. 
 

Interested in Joining UMW in 2020 

If there are any ladies who are interested in joining our 

Bluffton United Methodist Women or want to know 

more about us, we would love to have you! Our meeting 

dates and times are in the calendar below. Please 

contact one of the following: Walda Letson, President; 

walda831@gmail.com; Debbie Kaulig, Leader of Esther 

Circle ; ddkaulig@gmail.com; Kathy Griebel, Leader of 

Ruth Circle; jgriebel@hargray.com; Paula Johnson, 

Leader of Anna Circle; pbkremers7@gmail.com;  

Elizabeth Duncan or Nadine Moores, Co-Leaders of 

Hannah Ulmer Circle; lizzyduncan2000@gmail.com or 

nadinechristopher@yahoo.com 
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2019 Upcoming dates to remember: – Local 

 December 7
th

 – Bluffton Christmas Parade at 9:00 a.m. 

 December 10
th

 – Executive Board meeting at 9:45 in conference 
room #1 

 December 14
th

 Annual Christmas Luncheon at the Parsonage, 
11:45 a.m., Saturday  

Circles do not meet in December 

 January 14
th

 – Executive Board meeting in Conference Room at 
9:45 a.m., Tuesday 

 January 26
th

 – UMW Sunday, both services 

 January 27
th

 – Ruth Circle will meet at 9:45 a.m., Monday 

 January 27
th

– Hannah Ulmer Circle in Conference room, 7 PM 

 January 28
th

 – Anna & Esther Circles meet at 9:45 a.m., Tuesday 
District and State 

 November 9
th

. District Officer Training, Ashland UMC, Columbia 

 January 18
th

 – Unit Officer Training 

In God’s Love and Grace, 
—Walda Letson, BUMW President 

walda831@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on December 

7th, the same day as the Bluffton 

Christmas Parade. That means we will 

have a very busy morning. We had a very 

successful pecan sale with gross sales of over $26,000. A 

new record!!  The Bluffton Christmas Parade is not a huge 

fund raiser, but it gives us another opportunity to show 

the people of Bluffton the BUMMs are here to help keep 

everyone refreshed and raise money for the community. 

Please plan on attending our breakfast, and meeting 

starting at 8 AM in fellowship hall. 

John Clingerman 

BUMM Secretary 

 

THE “BUSY BEES” meet on Thursday 

mornings at 8:00 AM starting with a 

breakfast at the Squat-N-Gobble then arrive at the church 

to do maintenance. With the move from the old parsonage 

to the new, the Busy Bees have expanded the areas they 

maintain and repair. If you are able to join them on 

Thursdays, or need more information, please contact Nick 

Mandalas, 724.504.4232; or Mark Anderson, 

309.550.8990. 

 

 

 

 

HISTORICAL CORNER 

 

It’s interesting to note that the 

current property and building 

was not the first property 

belonging to the United 

Methodists in Bluffton. In fact, 

the first church building still exists today on Boundary 

Street. It was constructed in 1853 and was sold to nine 

slaves in 1874 who established an African Methodist 

Episcopal (AME) Church now known as the Campbell 

Chapel AME.  

The AME congregation built and now meets in the 

newer building adjacent to the chapel and the chapel is 

currently occupied by the Iglesia Torre Fuerte 

congregation. It is registered in the National Register of 

Historical Places. 

Another interesting fact is that in 1863 Union forces 

from a Federal gun boat in the area attempted to set fire 

to the building as part of “The Burning of Bluffton” but 

the building was saved by Confederate soldiers. 

Stay tuned to learn more about the construction and 

happenings occurring on the current property leading up 

to current times.  

The BUMC Historical Committee will be meeting again 

starting in January 2020 in Conference Room #2 at 2:00 

p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month. If you are 

interested in helping us research, organize, preserve 

and digitize our documents and artifacts or to assist in 

capturing audio & video testimonials from our members 

please contact one of our committee members or email 

Al or Dian Litster at tallowal@sc.rr.com or 

tallowdl@sc.rr.com  

 

PLEASE NOTE – If you would like “credit” for 

tax purposes on this year’s giving statement 

– contributions must be received in the 

offering plate, or postmarked by Dec. 31, 2019. Any 

questions, please call Pat, 843.757.3351 during office 

hours 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., Mon – Thurs.  

The office is closed on Friday. 
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ADVENT MUSIC THEME: 

EVERLASTING LIGHT 

Advent is a liturgical season observed in many Christian 
churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for 
the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas as well 
as the return of Jesus at the second coming. The term is a 
version of the Latin word "adventus" meaning "coming".  

 

This year our music Advent theme is Everlasting Light based 
on Isaiah's prophecy: "Your sun will never set again, and 
your moon will wane no more; the Lord will be your 
everlasting light and your days of sorrow will end." (Isaiah 
60:20) During each Sunday of Advent we light the Advent 
Wreath candles of hope, peace, joy, love and the Christ 
candle as we lift our voices and our eyes to see the 
Everlasting Light. 

 

We invite you, your family, and friends to worship and 
attend the following special Music Ministry observances: 

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 15, 

8:30 & 11:00AM 

The Chancel Choir will present the 
cantata "Everlasting Light", Lloyd 
Larson, Mary McDonald, Jay Rouse 
and Larry Shackley, composers. 
Also participating are Annabel and 
William Court, narrators, Karen 
Wyld, flute, Kathleen Duncan, 
oboe, Lucy Scandrett, harp, Janice 
Creech, piano, Don Jemella, Dana 
Scaglione, and Bob Wilson 
percussion, and Greg L. Hollinger, 

organ. 
 

Through Scripture, narration and music, the cantata focuses 
on the birth of one Child that brought a light that does not 
fade; a light needed in a world of darkness and would live on 
eternally...an Everlasting Light. 

 

We invite you, family, and friends to worship and attend 

this special Advent observance. 

 
RINGING IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 

The Bluffton United Methodist Church Wesley Ringers, 
the Lowcountry Presbyterian Church Jubilate Ringers, and 
the Sun City Chimers are thrilled to present "Believe in 
the Magic of Christmas", a free festive concert featuring 
traditional carols and other seasonal music hosted by 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 351 Buckwalter Pkwy, 
Bluffton.   
A freewill offering will be greatly appreciated. 

 

The Christmas season is the most exhilarating time to 
hear the sounds of bells ringing. You are invited to come 
and bring a family member, friend or neighbor along with 
you. This is a concert you don't want to miss! 
 

The CSO Brass Quintet and Percussion will present a 
festive family-friendly concert with traditional sing-a-long 
carols, other sacred music, and secular holiday music. 
Also featured will be our own organist, Greg L. Hollinger. 
 

At the conclusion of the concert, you RE invited to a 
reception in the Fellowship Hall at which you will be able 
to meet and greet the artists. The reception will be 
hosted by the Mission Team in appreciation of our 
congregation's generous support of Mission projects. 
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All of these concerts and worship experiences have been 
planned with you in mind. As attendees and worshipers, 
you will be blessed by the variety of instrumental and vocal 
music. We ask for your presence and support. 
For God's glory only, 

 
Ella W. Davis 
Director of Music Ministry  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Make sure to check out the Bulletin Boards 

in the Fellowship Hall and Education Wing 

for Updates! 

 
Join us at the Grind Coffee 

Roasters on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 – 

11:00 a.m. for faith conversation and 

fellowship. Open to all! Sheridan Park: 1 

Sherington Drive, Suite J, Bluffton, SC 
 

The Thankful for All Potluck was a success with 70 

people attending. Most of those attended also enjoyed 

the great sounds of the Evolution Big Band! I want to 

thank all of those who assisted with the event and came 

out including some of our community members we work 

with throughout the different events the church hosts 

each week.   

 

 

 
 

 

Please register your children: BUMC 

Children and Youth Registration 

https://forms.gle/dHf5hJeLwy6tDYft5  

No Children's Sunday school on Dec. 1st – All other 

Sunday’s @ 9:45 a.m. with Music and 10:00 a.m. with 

Lesson in the Education Wing. 
 

Nursery is available 8:15 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
in the Education Wing for children 4 and 
under.  
 

For children during the service, there are Busy Bags and 
Bulletins for them in the Narthex, and the side entrance 
next to the Fellowship Hall. Crayons and colored pencils 
are also available.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIVE NATIVITY 

The Bluffton United 

Methodist Church children & 

youth will present A Live 

Nativity show you will not 

want to miss! 

Join us on December 15th at 6 PM for a cup of hot cocoa, 

cookies, and carols in front of the church on Calhoun 

Street in Bluffton. Planning to come? Dress as if you 

were ready to join Mary and Joseph in the manger so 

long ago, Want to be a shepherd herding their flock? We 

also will need hundreds of Angels that descended on 

earth!  

We will be seeking young and old to assist in making this 

night a memorable part of the Advent Season.  

We will be having some of the youth and children 

assisting us with a short play about the Manger Scene.  

 Who would want to make hot cocoa the night of the 
event?  

 Who would like to help decorate the Manger Scene?  

 Anyone have a donkey, sheep, or live animal they 

would like to bring to the event?  

Email or Call Laurel for more information or if you would 

like to give of your time.  

https://forms.gle/dHf5hJeLwy6tDYft5
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Nov 24th was Christ the King Sunday! It is a special day 

in the church year, so let's talk about kings. We know 

Jesus didn't wear a gold and jeweled crown, he wore a 

different kind of crown; what was it? A crown of thorns! 

And Jesus didn't wear royal robes with white ermine down 

the front did He? He wore a simple robe and sandals. 

And Jesus didn't carry a scepter to show His power, 

what did He carry? You're right again! He carried a Cross 

and he carried all our sins to that cross too. And finally, 

does Jesus want boxes of jewels and diamonds and gold 

coins? No, what Jesus wants to gather to Himself is our 

hearts and our love. 

Jesus is a king, but a different kind of king than we're 

used to. He isn't a king with a gold and jewel crown, who 

has riches and jewels and servants, and who orders people 

and armies around. Jesus is a king, but the best kind of 

king. He is the King of Heaven (where he promises to take 

us), the King of Love (which he offers to us freely), the King 

of Sacrifice, who talks all of our sins and the things we do 

wrong, and He wipes them away. 

Jesus doesn't want to be king of countries and armies, 

He wants to be the King of our hearts and our lives. He is 

the most wonderful King, the best kind of King, a King who 

wants to give us forgiveness, love, heaven, and eternal life 

with Him! 

Let's thank God for sending Christ the King to us! 

Dear God, thank you for being the kind of King who 

doesn't want gold and power and treasure, but a King who 

wants our hearts and love. Thank you for being a King who 

wants to give everything that is 

good to his people, and to us, his 

little children. Thank you for having 

Christ the King go to the cross for 

each one of us, to wash away our 

sins. And thank you for the home is 

preparing for us in heaven. Amen 

 

Save the Date: Confirmation 

Class January 12, 19 & 26 and 

February 2, 2020 Sunday Afternoons @ 3:00 p.m. 

Pastor Joey and Laurel will be putting together a 

Confirmation Class for those in 5th, 6th, and 7th Grade. 

If you are interested please reach out to Laurel. 
 

INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH YOUTH? 

We need one or two people that would like to come and 

engage in the youth group on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays. This can be a great 

connection for them as well as you!  

Do you have something you would like to share with the 
youth in the church, sign up for a Sunday evening. Let us 
know the topic you would like to touch base on that 
would be about 15-20 min. i.e., Missions, Outside 
Organizations you are involved in, church foundations, 
etc.  
Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays @6 p.m. 

❏ 12/8_______________ 
 

NO YOUTH meeting on Dec. 1st. 
 

 

 

 

Note received in Nov. from 
Paul Wirt… 
Thank you so much for 

donating to our family fundraiser. We have 

been blessed by your generosity and are 

grateful to have support from our church in 

Bluffton. Tom was recently released from the 

hospital after suffering a water retention 

issue, but is back on the road to recovery. 

Lelia, Bea and I are all rallying around him 

and doing what we can to get him stronger. 

We ask for continued prayers and donations 

from all who can help. Thank you again for 

your support. 

God Bless, Paul Wirt 
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Treasurer's Report January through November 30, 2019

Budget Target is 47 of 52 Sundays or 90.4%

Revenues Actual Budget %

Total Plate Offering 466,040 520,000      89.62%

Building Use 4,388       -                   0.84%

Interest Income 613          -                   0.12%

Total Income 471,040  520,000      90.58%

Expenses

Annual Conference 4,000       3,900          102.56%

Apportionments 78,293    80,600        97.14%

Associate Pastor 4,049       9,500          42.62%

PSB LOC Interest/Princ 27,500    30,000        91.67%

Fellowship Ministries 660          4,500          14.67%

Communications 2,524       4,600          54.88%

Evangelism -               500             0.00%

Family Ministry & Education 4,592       13,800        33.28%

Historical 79            500             15.74%

Insurance 24,773    28,000        88.48%

Missions 5,999       6,000          99.99%

Music 6,317       10,000        63.17%

Office 5,250       8,000          65.63%

Pastors Reimbursable Exp 7,800       7,800          100.00%

Payroll, FICA, Unemp & Service 205,370  241,200      85.14%

Stephen Ministry 1,076       1,000          107.64%

Trustees Maintenance & Repairs 11,654    23,600        49.38%

Utilities 29,628    42,000        70.54%

Worship 3,681       4,500          81.81%

Total Expense 423,246  520,000      81.39%

Net Surplus to Date 47,794    -                   

BUMC Debt Analysis

PSB Line of Credit Principal Balance $261,303 APR 5.25% Interest 37.58$       / DAY

13,717$      per year

263.06$      per week

Plate Offerings 11/03/2019 10,851$    

11/10/2019 13,929$    

11/17/2019 8,889$       

11/24/2019 9,995$       

Total 43,664$    

Total Designated Fund Expenditures (not in General Fund P&L) 91,154$    

Total Property Plant & Equipment Purchases (not in General Fund P&L) 29,370$    

Add'l Payments on LOC from General Fund 46,310$    

General Budget Checking Account Balance 140,119$ 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
02 – Jerry Letson 
02 – Karen Mandalas 
03 – Diane Clary 
03 – Steve Urbanski, Jr.  
05 – Denise Gildner 
05 – John White 
06 – Leon Atkinson, Jr. 
06 – Erich Schmid 
06 – Hank Shaw 
06 – Tom Wooster 
07 – Greg Hollinger 
07 – January Snow  
07 – Sandy Starkey 
11 – Amy Cooper 
13 – Mark Reichert 
13 – Todd Schubert 
15 – Barbara Allen 
15 – Kay Atkinson 
15 – Rita Bobko 
15 – William Golson, Jr. (child) 
15 – Buck Hyler 
17 – Lyrah Atkins (child) 
17 – Toni Case 
20 – John Kenyon 
22 – Brian Esposito 
24 – Rick Taylor 
27 – Darrel Fulton 
28 – Chris Davis 
29 – Callen Esposito (child) 
29 – Danyel Fabiano 
29 – Andrew Himes (child) 

 30 – Pat Crews 
 31 – Susan Jones 
 
 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

03 – Jeanne & Brent VanBuskirk 
03 – Sandy & Tom Wooster 
05 – Nina & Danny Jett 
07 – Barbara & John White 
12 – Connie & Larry Budge 
12 – Denise & Gary Gildner 
13 – Kazia & Joseph Mark Warner 
16 – Sarah & Jim Snow, Jr. 
17– Laura & Dustin Marinucci 
18 – Eleanor & Carl Greenway 

22 – Jane & Denny LaFaber 
28 – Sandy & Tommy Rhodes 
29 – Toni & Jerry Case 
30 – Ann & Darrel Fulton 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

 
 
 
Ministry of Encouragement List –  
Please remember these folks with your prayers, 
cards, etc.… 

Lois Barton, 199 Stratford Village Way, Bluffton SC 
29909;  
Tel: 843.705.6050 
Lou Cavanaugh, Indigo Pines, 110 Gardner Dr., Apt 201, Hilton Head 
29926; Tel: 843.681.6853 
Cora Henny, Bloom of Hilton Head, 35 Beach City Rd., Memory Lane, 
Rm 402A, HHI 29926 
Betty McKelvey, 19 Raymond Rd., Bluffton SC 29909,  
Tel: 865.387.2117 
Jim Snow, 83 Foreman Hill Rd., Bluffton SC 29910, Tel: 843.757.3840 
Betty Snyder, Canterfield of Bluffton, 567 Okatie Highway, Room 121A, 
Ridgeland SC 29936; Facility Tel: 843.645.4000 

 

 
 

We are ready for your requests and 
your help! Just contact any or all of us 
(listed below) and let us know your 

concern and we’ll let the team know right away. If you’re 
interested in joining the team, contact one of us and we’ll 
get you included. 
Pastor Joey –  blufftonumc.past@hargray.com 
 call or text – 803.671.1691  

Mickaylla –  mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com 
 call or text – 803.515.4227 

 

Daniel Alba Robert Newhart, Sr.  

Tim Alarie Chris Obras  

Katie Allen Pat O’Conner  

Melissa Allen Sonny O’Neal Linda Walker 

Marty Blaney Scott Parks  

Ansel Clark Les Parry  

Louise Cimino Megan Phelphs  

Wayne Cimino Jenny Ragan  

Annette Conrad Paul Reitz  

Bill Droste Evelyn Reter  

Donna Fiero Larry Russell  

Karl Fiero Betty Snyder  

Connie Hornick Jim Snow  

Lorrie Katsimpalis Parker Snow  

Sarah & Ben Keil Ed Stanley  

Richard Kirkland Bea Story  

Kaye Koltveit Tom Story  

Paul Laughlin Kim Sturm  

Caitlyn Lew Connie Thompson  

Judy McDonald Jackie Tuohig  

Mark McGilton Alex Ulmer  

Lelia Mullins Angie VanZuylen  

Kyle Nance Judy Walden  

 

  

mailto:blufftonumc.past@hargray.com
mailto:mickayllamcdonald@yahoo.com
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BLUFFTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

P. O. BOX 368   

Bluffton, SC 29910   

DECEMBER 2019 
 

OUR NEWSLETTERS ARE ONLINE AT: 

www.blufftonumc.org 
TO BE ADDED TO OUR EMAIL LIST, 
PLEASE CALL: 843.757.3351 OR EMAIL 
THE CHURCH AT: 
blufftonumc@hargray.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. – Children’s Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School 9:45 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study 9:45 a.m. 

Pastor Joey’s cell phone – 803.671.1691; Pastor Joey’s Email – blufftonumc.past@hargray.com 

Church 843.757.3351, Church Email – blufftonumc@hargray.com, Web Site – http://www.blufftonumc.org; 
Director of Christian Education – Laurel Karper – cell – 717.253.6461; Email – laurelkarper@gmail.com 

Office hours: Mon. – Thurs. 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Mailing address: Bluffton UMC, PO Box 368, Bluffton, SC 29910 

http://www.blufftonumc.org/
mailto:blufftonumc@hargray.com

